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Eprror. PER ANNUM. 
LITERATURE. knowledge known to the Egyptians, plunged For, truly, more have been the children of 
a i into a wilderness where there were no schools, | those “eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s 


Every spiritual — religious — Dispensation 
creates its own Literature. The first call of the 
Spirit, whenever a new Divine influx flows 
to humanity, is, to repent, i.e., forsake; for 
that is repentance. . When the dispensation 
was external, like that of the Jewish, the 
forsaking was external. The Jews heard 
the voice of the Spirit: “Israel shall dwell 
alone, and shall nut be numbered — mixed — 
with the nations.” “Get thee out from thy 
kindred and country, unto a land that I will 
shew thee of,” was the imperative command 
to Abram, the “father of the faithful” to the 
Spirit’s call. 

When his posterity had multiplied into a 
tribe, they went down into Egypt; and, when 
these had become twelve tribes, and had in- 
creased into a nation, the Spirit repeated the 
same command: “Go up out of Egypt into 
the land I promised Abram that I would give 
to his descendants.” When they obeyed this 
call, it was by forsaking all that they had 
acquired in Egypt. And the whole nation 
emigrated from Egypt, the garden of the 
world, as literally as Abram emigrated from 
Mesopotamia, the garden of Asia. 

In thus moving from Egypt, in a body, it 
is evident that they left its literature as truly 
as their ancestors forsook the literature of the 
East; and, in both instances, the very highest 
art, the deepest science — the most profound 
literature of the then known world — was 
what the Spirit of Truth— God—required 
them to abjure, and to utterly destroy and 
leave behind them. 

It may also be observed, that, in both in- 
stances, the justifying reason — the causes — 
were similar; that is, the literature had been 
created by the Dispensation — was the pro- 
duct and expression of the real mental, physi- 
cal, and spiritual condition of the people— 
was imperfect and wicked — idolatrous — the 
“old heavens,” that must “pass away.” 
Hence, to break the images, throw down the 
sacred altars on which their religious sacrifices 
had been offered, cut down the groves, kill 
the priests who officiated, and trample under 
foot the mementoes of the whole Order, were 
common occurrences under the law of pro- 
gress. Abram did it; Moses did it; and 
Gideon did it. Indeed it was the universal 
practice of Avators. Consequently, the 


charge of ignorance, from learned worldlings, 
was invariably preferred against them — woe 
to Alexandrian libraries. 

Was not the charge well-founded? The 
Jews cut themselves off from the sources of 





and where even agriculture could not be 
practised. The Spirit who led them supplied 
their every need of food and clothing. 


RESULT. 

The result was as unlooked-for as it was 
extraordinary and world-wide wonderful. 
For, behold, the traditional journal kept by 
those twelve tribes of wandering, vagabond 
slaves, who were self-emancipated, is, to-day, 
the foundation of the literature of Christen- 
dom. 

What a comment this is upon the wisdom 
of man, in competition with the “ wisdom 
that comes from above” —by revelation — 
the learning, arts, science, and literature of 
the passing-away cycle. 

Nor is this marvelous; it is not a solitary or 
isolated instance; but a law looms up in our 
spiritual horizon, that is as universal in its 
application as it is in its effects: each Dispen- 
sation of God to man, and each cycle in.a 
Dispensation, create their own literature. 

In the cases of Moses, we have a man who 
was “learned in all the learning of the Egyp- 
tians.” Notso the general rule. Of Jesus 
it was asked, with astonishment, “ Whence 
hath this man this wisdom, seeing that he 
knoweth not letters?” He was ignorant of 
the learning of the Dispensation and cycle to 
which he had belonged. “Except a man 
forsakes all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple,” included the literature of the past 
and passing-away Dispensation. 

The twelve Apostles are known to history 
as ignorant fishermen. The early Christians 
were charged, by Celsus, with preferring the 
unlearned and low to the more cultivated and 
refined classes, as converts to, and members 
of, theirsystem. ‘“ Not many wise, not many 
noble, not many strong, are called.” Hath 
not God called the opposite to them? the 
ignorant to confound the wise; the weak to 
oppose the strong; and the off-scouring of 
the earth to compete with the learning of the 
polished Greeks, and Roman philosophers, 
until it converted them? 

What ‘again was the result? As before, 
these simple Christians, who, in passing 
through the Hermit Age, spent a generation 
in the deserts of Egypt, in caves or holes of 
the earth, without books or human society, as 
Israel spent a generation in the wilderness, 
separated from the civilized world; and, like 
them, left a posterity— monks and nuns, 
who founded and formed the Monastic Orders 
of Christendom. 








sake,” than of the married Israelites in the 
wilderness; albeit they confined physical 
commerce to the use that Nature designed. 
And those celibates have produced a literature 
that, to-day, is the literature of Christendom. 
And as, “by reason of use,” the Law becomes 
more possible to the race, we now have, in 
twenty-five years time, a new literature, of 
mesmerism, phrenology, biology, psychology, 
electricity, rappings, table-tippings, dreams, 
visions, prophecies and revelations, created 
by the Spiritualists; not so distinct from the 
old as in the preceding instances already 
cited, for the simple reason that they have 
not been so much a new spiritual —religi- 
ous— people, but rather a scientific people, 
an outgrowth from the order of Christ’s first 
appearing —a John the Baptist epoch —to 
bring the old and new, the First and Second 
Christian Churches, together. 

Query? Will not this Second Christian, or 
Shaker, Church—this Gospel of Christ — 
create its own literature? I tell you Yea, 
and that right speedily!!! 





REVELATION v. EXPERIENCE. 


—o— 
REVELATION is the unfoldment of truth from 
the infinite to the finite mind—a means by 
which the ignorance of the finite is supple- 
mented by the knowledge of the infinite. 

The experience of human beings upon earth 
should agree with and confirm the revelation 
of God through the heavens. The scope of 
revelation is comprehensive — vast — connect- 
ing time and eternity. Individual experience 
is limited — incomplete ; but the experience of 
the race collectively is full of confirmations of 
divine revelation. 

A pure crystal stream gushes forth high up 
some mountain side, free from adulterous 
mixtures, as it flows over the clear rock-bed, 
until it reaches the rich alluvial soil of the 
lower lands, when it becomes surcharged with 
particles of earthy matter, and enters the sea as 
a dark and turbid river; the limpid fountain, 
changed to the conglomerate waters that go 
to make the sea, shows the nature of the pas- 
sage through intervening channels between 
the fountain and the ocean. 

Is it not thus with the spiritual fountain — 
Revelation—as compared with the records 
termed Bibles? Sacred and profane history 
interblended ; the inspiration of the Prophets, 
and the divine mission of the priesthood, inter- 
woven with the history of kings and despots, 
and the chronicles of the bloody wars attend- 
ing the rise and fall of nations, that darken 
and almost obliterate the beautiful primal 
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truths sought to be conveyed to humanity by 
means of divine revelation. 

Yet, notwithstanding the blindness of the 
mental, and the confusion of the physical 
condition and surroundings of the earthly re- 
cipients of revelation, its pure abstract truths 
will stand through all coming time as being 
applicable to the final improvement of human- 
ity ; and future human experience will demon- 
strate that they underlie the basic foundations 
of the civil and religious governments of a 
perfected God-governed race. 

If the vail, or rites and ceremonies connected 
with the Mosaic Dispensation, be drawn aside, 
we shall discover principles involved in that 
system — an aggregation of truths — adapted 
to the amelioration of present social conditions, 
and to the removal of society ills, not elsewhere 
to be found. Although revealed thousands of 
years ago, they are the germs of all the reform- 
atory agitations and projected modern improve- 
ments in physiology, the equalization of prop- 
erty (by co-operation and communism), land 
reforms — republicanism in general ; the equal 
rights of the sexes, of labor; the distribution 
of accumulated wealth, by bankrupt and 
homestead laws, and freedom of the public 
lands, These all had their actualized ante- 
types in those long-ago revelations and human 
experiences which constitute the backbone of 
Bible history. 

Men search the foundations of the earth for 
the testimonies of the rocks. They analyze 
all known substances in their pursuit of phys- 
ical truth. The starry heavens are pierced 
for hidden knowledge. The works of Nature 
declare the truths of Nature’s God, as do not 
the perverted passions and distorted affections 
of purblind humans. 

So it is with true revelation in spiritual 
things. The founders of our infidel civil 
government turned back to the Mosaic epoch 
for the model of human rights which they 
introduced in the Declaration of Independence. 
Each advancing revolution in society centers 
around some one or more of these revealed 
principles of the past. 

As well attempt to erect a building without 
foundations, as to build up society, in natural 
or spiritual things, upon any other basis than 
the truths of the past. 

Thomas Smith, Canaan, N. ¥. 





THE WORD OF GOD AND THE BIBLE. 
—o— 

A VERY common, if not the almost universal 
understanding of professed Christians, is that 
the Bible and Word of God are not only syno- 
nymous terms, but synonymous facts. But 
the revelations of God’s truth, whether made 
cycles of ages past, or in the days of Jesus 
Christ on earth, or in the present time, do not 
thus declare it. 

The “ Word of God” is a power that has 
stirred the pulse, warmed the heart, exalted 
the humble, humbled the exalted, inspired the 
faithful, bound up the broken-hearted, com- 
forted the afflicted, invigorated the feeble in 
spirit, and “ given to the righteous beauty for 
ashes, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness.” 

The great Hindoo reformer, Babboo Keshub 
Chunder Sen, who visited England in the 
year 1871, to determine whether it would be 
advisable to introduce Christianity among the 
Hindoos, as he was about to return home, 
made this significant remark: “There is a 





striving everywhere to find God externally, in 
forms, ceremonies, dogmas; that the mind 
wants spiritual food is very little thought of.” 
So there is a striving to find the “ Word of 
God” in books; and the Srrrrr—Gop—in 
incarnations; apparently not awakened to 
realize that the “Word of God” is revealing 
a God-character infinitely superior to the Je- 
hovah of the Jews; a living Sprair Curist, 
illimitably transcending the crucified and 
worshiped human form of Jesus; and an 
ever-evolving testimony of living truth; 
making more of the “ Word of God” than is 
contained in all the Bibles of the nations com- 
bined. 

The “ Word of God,” as defined by the Eng- 
lish Bible, is a testimony, “sharp, powerful, 
piercing, to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit, the joints and the marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart.” But who ever conceived the Bible to 
possess this power ? 

The “ Word of God” is light, life,and the 
power of salvation. It is a revelation of 
God’s will and purpose concerning the evolv- 
ing destiny of man. It is a baptism of divine 
power in such manner and measure as to 
magnetize and vivify the whole man — body, 
soul and spirit — with an intense interest in, 
love for, and devotion to, the salvation, devel- 
opment, and glorification of the human race. 
It is a ministration of love so endearing and 
soul-thrilling as to cause its recipient to sacri- 
fice life for the salvation of the object of the 
soul’s affections and beatitude. 

But all the Bibles in the universe never 
produced — never can produce — these effects. 
The Bible of the so-called Christians, as well 
as the bibles— sacred books —of all nations 
and religious beliefs, when spoken of in their 
best estate, are nothing more than records; 
and more or less sacred, as they more or less 
record God’s Word unadulterated by the policy, 
ambition, cupidity, or wickedness of man. 

Though this statement may grate harshly 
on the sensibilities of those Bible adorers who 
consider that “every word embraced between 
the lids of the Bible is the ‘ Word of God?” 
an inspired utterance, and necessary for the 
salvation and redemption of man, yet dark- 
ened humanity needs the utterance of truth. 
It is not our purpose, however, to rob the Bible 
of its meed and coronal among books; nor to 
detract from it that sacred regard which it 
justly claims in the estimation of those who 
have, through the perusal of its records of the 
“ Word of God,” been ushered into the gush- 
ing baptisms of its power; far from it; our 
purpose is precisely the reverse of this. We 
would woo souls to the perusal of its sacred 
pages, in search of the utterances of truth, 
the power of which might become the “ Word 
of God” for their salvation. 

The “ Word of God” is being spoken by 
spirits who are under the baptisms of the fire 
of truth, and whose utterances are coals from 
off its burning altars. Under these baptismal 
inspirations, minds are being enlightened to 
see the Bible in its real character as a book, 
stripped of the delusions of a false theology, 
which has been spreading saintly robes over 
the records of base, sinful deeds, for centuries, 
and calling those records the “‘ Word of God.” 

The character of the Bible, spoken of asa 
whole, is as multiform as is that of the authors 
who wrought in its production ; and, to speak 
of it wisely, one needs continually to heed the 








admonitory proverb, “Speak of me as I am; 
nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in 
malice.” Nothing is gained to the glorious 
cause of salvation and redemption of the 
human race, to which the Bible is religiously 
consecrated, in the. vain effort to harmonize 
the multitydinous contradictory texts thereof ; 
or in the attempt to reconcile its allegorical 
Genesis with the more substantial and unde- 
niable geological records, penned by the finger 
of God in the everlasting rocks innumerable 
ages before the writers of Genesis had a being. 
Our race is not benefited by the miserable 
effort of theological (not ritual) Christianity 
to canonize as sacred history those secular 
records of the Bible which possess no more 
claims to inspiration than do the writings of 
Flavius Josephus, and which, with reference 
to modesty and purity, when judged by bibli- 
cal injunction, as a “tree known by its fruits,” 
need expurgation. 

It does not contribute to the cause of truth, 
to stamp as “ sacred” and the “ Word of God,” 
those biographical biblical records which por- 
tray the life-characters of men and deeds so 
base that all the vails of theological Christian 
charity could never cover sufficiently to with- 
hold the blush of shame from the cheek of 
modesty while perusing them ; and the effects 
of such records, though compiled with sacred 
Bible, has, no doubt, immensely contributed to 
the production of immorality, vice and crime, 
inasmuch as the actors in this drama of 
shame have been held as sacred exemplars 
for pattern; but, without doubt, it would 
have been better for humanity had the biblical 
records of such characters been consigned to 
oblivion by the flames, rather than canonized 
as “ The Word of God.” 

It has been very truly said, “ There is not 
only no statement in the Scriptures that the 
whole Bible is the ‘Word of God,’ but there 
is no one of the writers thereof who claims 
that his particular book, or books, is or are 
such ;” and we would show that not one, even 
of its most precious and ever-to-be-hallowed 
records of inspired truth, is the “ Word of 
God,” but is simply the record of that “ Word.” 
Paul, indeed, declared, “All Scripture* is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,” etc. 
But, if we are to try Paul by Ais doctrines, 
this remark, and this “all” must be under- 
stood in a very limited sense —in much the 
same sense as where it is said, “ a the region 
round about Jordan went to be baptized of 
John, in Jordan ;” for Paul says: “ Sin, taking 
occasion by the commandment, wrought in 
me all manner of concupiscence.” This cer- 
tainly was not very “profitable.” Again: “For 
what the law could not do, in that it was weak, 
through the flesh, God, sending his own Son, 
condemned sin in the flesh.” But, when Paul 
thus spake of the Scriptures, the New Testa- 
ment was not written ; and it was not possible 
for him to refer to the hundreds of translations 
of the Old as well as the New Testament which 
have since been made ; in the English transla- 
tion of which, the American Bible Society’s 
Committee of Examination and Comparison 
with the original manuscripts found “twenty- 
four thousand errors!” and of which the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, after having 





* This ~~~ re renders AB Geta } AL 
given nspirati of God. am Clarke 
wre: ais > Ls not well translated. Ly 
original sho rendered, Every writing that 
given by inspiration of God.” Ep. 



































SHAKERESS. 





59 





circulated millions of ‘copies thereof, has de- 
clared that “a faithfal examination of it, gives 
rise to serious doubts whether it can be called 
the Word of God.” * 

And, taking Paul’s testimony for the plenary 
inspiration of the Scriptures, and trying his 
testimony by himself, we have uo reason for 
supposing that he referred to every word of 
those thousand translations of the Scriptures 
into all languages, whether eoncerning secu- 
lar, historical, or religious matters ; or that he 
considered them all plemarily inspired, and 
equally Divine truth, whether those words set 
forth the contradictory statement, that King 
David was a “man after God’s own heart” at 
the time he was reveling in the contemplation 
of the murder of Uriah, and when he was 
committing adultery with Bathsheba; or 
whether they were recording the Divine be- 
hests of the Law of Moses, or (which had not 
then been recorded) Christ’s Sermon on the 
Mount; thus claiming a full and continuous 
baptism of Divine light, illuminating every 
scholar in every’ language who ever assisted 
in the translation of the Scriptures, whether 
they were contending with each other about 
Greek, Hebrew, and Latin verbs, or combining 
to introduce an interpolation of a paragraph 
(as all prominent scholars admit the seventh 
verse of chap. v. of John’s First Epistle to be, 
and which cannot be found in more than three 
of the three hundred ancient manuscripts, and 
only one of these deemed at all reliable, besides 
numerous others), or even interpolations of 
whole chapters which can as easily be proved. 

As much as Paul had to learn and unlearn 
in the school of Christ, he is not justly charge- 
able when inspirationally understood, with 
being the head of that band of theological 
religionists who would throw together, into 
one common sink, secular and sacred history 
— the records of the criminal prostitutions of 
some of the ancients, with those of ancient 
Prophets and holy men, and their Divine reve- 
lations — calling them all the infallible “ Word 
of God.” 

The effect of biblical theology, unaccom- 
panied by the rays of the sun of revelation, 
has been, to establish a belief, that, while 
continuous manifestations of greater truth in 
natural philosophy, science, and art, are vouch- 
safed to man, in religion, the revelations of 
truth were sealed up with the final book of 
the Revelation of St. John; and that an utter 
end of progress in revelation has been Divinely 
ordained. 

On the other hand, the effect of modern 
spiritualistic revelation, added to the schol- 
astic and scientific researches of “ free reli- 
gion” of these latter days, upon the juvenile, 
the unsectarian, the unreligious, and the novi- 
tiate Christian portions of society, is to throw 
to the winds the entire Bible as a worthless 
book ; to ridicule it, and its devotees as wor- 
shipers of “they know not what.” 

This antipodal swing of the pendulum was, 
ages ago, anticipated by the Spirit: “He that 
killeth you, will think that he is doing God 
service,” has been fulfilled to the letter, by 
both Greek, Catholic, and Protestant churches. 
The devilish Inquisition, the Duke of Alva’s 
wars, and the St. Bartholomew’s massacre, 
produced reactionary powers — “horns” — 
which brought forth the French Revolution, 
the utter abrogation of the falsely-called 





*See address of Dr. T. 8S. Beil, before the Bible 
Revision Association, 1858. 








Christian religion — its priesthood, sabbath, 
and Bible; the enthronement of the goddess 
of Liberty, Reason, and Fraternity, which 
finally culminated in the founding of a State 
without a Church, giving to every individual 
an absolute right to assume the entire respon- 
sibility of choosing or forming his own theol- 
ogy ; but utterly estopping even the most pious 
and godly from “killing” each other to do 
their fighting gods good (or bad) service. 


Hence the American Government is not a 
Christian Government ; its powers being solely 
derived from the people, and do not extend 
beyond civil matters. And its Constitution 
expressly disclaims any authority in matters 
of theology or religion. 

Elder Giles B. Avery, Mt. Lebanon. 


“THE SHAKERS.” 


From “ THE CHURCH BELLS,” AN ENGLISH PAPER. 
—o— 

THE denomination commonly known by this 
nickname prefers to be called “ The United 
Society of Believers, or Millennial Church.” 
The nickname was given them in consequence 
of their violently agitating their bodies while 
engaged in religious exercises, under the im- 
pression that the body ought to take an active 
part ia all true worship, and should express 
outwardly the inward emotions of the spirit ; 
an impression undoubtedly true, and only mis- 
takenly applied in the mode of its manifesta- 
tion. In the worship of God, the whole man, 
body, soul, and spirit, should be engaged ; but 
true spiritual worship is ever subdued and 
solemnized by a feeling of reverence, and does 
not consist in wild excitement of feeling ; and 
the attitude of the body should be such as to 
express outwardly and assist the inward re- 
verence of the soul. The Shakers have got 
hold of a true principle, which is too commonly 
lost sight of by Protestant denominations, 
who, in their pseudo-spirituality, would have 
men worship “God,” who “isa Spirit,” as if 
men were also merely spirits, ignoring the 
body’s share in worship. The injunction to 
worship God “in spirit and in truth” certainly 
does not exclude the body from its proper 
share in worship, but simply implies that wor- 
ship must be sincere, not hypocritical, and with 
the spirit lifted up to God, not merely mechani- 
cally performed, drawing nigh to Him with 
our lips, while our heart is far from Him. 

This is not a sect of yesterday. The 
Shakers trace their origin to the Camisards of 
the seventeenth century. These Camisards, 
or French Prophets, originated in a certain 
‘* School of Prophets” in Dauphiny, conducted 
by Du Serre, a Calvinist. These prophets, pro- 
fessing, like the Irvingites of our own day, to 
be inspired by the Holy Ghost, began to ap- 
pear in Dauphiny and Vivarias, France, in 
1688. The “ utterances” were not confined to 
the male sex, but the prophets were both male 
and female; and from being on their first ap- 
pearance numbered by hundreds, they soon 
amounted to thousands. When they received 
what seemed to them, and what, no doubt, 
they honestly believed to be, “the spirit 
of prophecy,” their bodies were greatly agi- 
tated ; they quivered in every limb, staggered 
like drunken men, fell down, and lay as if 
they were dead. After a while they re- 
covered, twitching, shaking, and crying for 
mercy. It is im ible to account for such 
manifestations ; they attracted then, as kindred 
manifestations and high pretentions do now, a 
number of persons of credulous disposition, 
whose restless minds, dissatisfied with the 
existing condition of the Church of Christ, 
are ever craving for a restoration of Pente- 
costal privileges and gifts, and yearning for 
the realization of their ideal of a Christian 
Church visibly guided by the Holy Spirit, and 
free from all human fallibility and imperfec- 
tion. 

About seventeen years after their first ap- 
pearance in France, three of their leading men 
left France and migrated to England. With 
such success did they “ Pye that they 
soon inspired others with a like enthusiasm, 
and before the end of the year (1705) there 











were two or three hundred of these “prophets” 
in and about London, of both sexes and of all 
ages. The great subject of their prediction 
was the near approach of the kingdom of God, 
the restored spiritual powers and privileges of 
the Church, and the advent of the Millennium. 
About the year 1747, a society was formed, with- 
out any established creed or icular defined 
ritual, professing perfect resignment to be led 
and governed from time to time as the Spirit 
of God might dictate. Their] members 
were James Wardley and his wife Jane, John 
{aaa and his wife, both of Manchester, and 
John Kattis, a distinguished scholar. This 
latter gentleman, however, seems to have had 
his eyes opened after a time to the extrava- 
gance of their pretentions, and retired from the 
society; as Mr. Baxter left the Irvingites of 
our time. Wardley and his wife Jane con- 
ducted their meetings. Jane, having the - 
cipal lead in meeting, was called “Mother.” 
Some years after the formation of this society, 
@ personage of no re Seeeer in the 
history of the United Believers connected 
herself with them, and became known as 
Mother Ann. Her full name was Ann Lee. 
She was born in 1736, and when arrived at a 
marriageable age she married one Abraham 
Stanley. She joined the society in 1758. In 
consequence of receiving a special revelation 
in 1770, Ann was received and acknowledged 
by all the faithful members of the society as 
their spiritual mother in Christ, and the true 
leader whom God had appointed for the soci- 
ety. A few years after receiving this extra- 
ordinary revelation, Mother Ann received a 
revelation that it was the will of God that she 
should go to America, where, as she prophe- 
sied, there would be a great increase and per- 
manent establishment of the “Church.” Ac- 
cordingly, as many as firmly believed her tes- 
timony, and could settle their temporal con- 
cerns, and furnish necessaries for the voyage, 
agreed to follow her. They Loony = a@ pas- 
sage at Liverpool, and arrived at New York 
in 1774. In 1776 they settled in the town of 
Watervliet, seven miles from Albany. Here 
they remained in retirement till the spring of 
1780. In the beginning of this year the soci- 
ety consisted in all (in America) of but about 
ten or twelve persons, all of whom came from 
England. There was a gradual increase of 
numbers until the year 1787, when “ those who 
had received faith” began to collect at New 
Lebanon. This still remains as the ‘‘ Mother 
Church.” 

In a regular meeting, where nothing extra- 
ordinary appears, they exercise in a regular 
dance while formed in straight lines, and 
sometimes in a regular march around the 
room, in harmony with regular songs sung on 
the occasion.” Yet, “shouting and clapping 
of hands, and many other operations, are fre- 
quently given, all of which have a tendency 
to keep the assembly alive, with their hearts 
and all their senses and feelings devoted to 
the service of God.” 

They defend these practices by quoting Holy 
Scripture. Is there any form of Protestant 
error which does not appeal to the Scriptures, 
or, rather, to some isolated texts, in support of 
their delusions? The texts which they allege 
are Exod. xv., 20; Jer. xxxi., 4, 7,13; 2 x 
vi.,14; St. Luke, xv., 25. 

For all their extravagances, the moral life 
of the Shakers must be most exemplary, if it is 
at all in accordance with the following code of 
“Faith and Principles of the Society at New 
Lebanon :” 

1, Abstinence from all carnal and sensual 
passions, and a strict life of virgin purity, 
agreeable to the example of the Lord Jesus 
and the recommendation and example of the 
Apostle Paul. 

2. Abstinence from all the party contentions 
and politics of the world. “My kingdom is 
not of this world,” said Jesus. 

8. Abstinence from wars and bloodshed. 
“ Follow peace with all men,” is a Divine pre- 
cept ; and hence also the necessity of abstain- 
ing from all acts of violence toward our fel- 
low-men, and from all the pursuits of pride 
and worldly ambition. 

4. Perfect justice and honesty in all our 
dealings with our fellow-creatures. 

5. A faithful discharge of all just debts, 
and all legal and equitable claims of every 
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nature, as soon and effectually as possible ; 
thus the Apostle’s precept, “Owe no 
man any thing but love and will.” 
6. Do to all men, as far as opportunity 
and ability may serve, by administe acts 
of charity and kindness, and p light 
and truth mankind. “ Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you,do ye even 
“7 leans the le of the first 
A y to example of the 
Christian Church, let the object of our labors 
be directed to support and maintain a united 
and consecrated interest, as far and as soon as 
ne omesge circumstances will admit. But 
is to be done by the free will and volun- 
tary choice of every member, as a sacred privi- 
lege, and not by any constraint or undue per- 
suasion. 

Of course, all that is true and excellent in 
this code isto be found in the summary of 
our duty to our neighbor in the Catechism of 
the Church of England. The Shakers seem 
to lay almost exclusive stress = that re 
of man’s duty which respects his neighbor ; 
but they have no creeds or sacraments. They 
are far more numerous in America than in 
this country, and are deserving of notice on 
account of their origin and remarkable per- 
a at their meetings for “ Divine wor- 

— 

Pretty fair for an organ of the Established 
Church of England, the eldest daughter of 
the Great Mother of Sects—the Catholic 
Church. There is no Shaker organization out- 
side the United States. And, should the rising 
God-in-the-Constitution party succeed in their 
wicked designs, the first demonstration of their 
power will be to strangle religious liberty. 
And religious persons, being persecuted in one 
nation, will flee to another, as heretofore has 
been their wont. The Shakers would go back 
to the mother country, where they originated. 
For, about that time, England will have com- 
pleted her “ disestablishment,” having then 
effectually separated Church and State ; and 
her past history will eternally bar a reunion. 
Thereafter, while grass grows, and water runs 
to see it, the civil and theological institutions 
of the British Isles will be after the pattern 
of the present free, liberal, and independent 
Government of the United States of North 
America,—ED. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


—o- 
PORTLAND, Mz., May 21, 1873. 
ELDER JoHuN B. VANCE. 


FRIEND AND BROTHER: Through the broth- 
erly love of some one, whom I suppose to be 
yourself, I have, for several months, received 
the “ Shaker and Shakeress.” It is a welcome 
visitor, in several respects. The articles by 
the Brethren and Sisters are beautifully ex- 
pressed, and abound in good common sense 
and true sentiments. It has helped me to 
appreciate and better understand the basis of 
your organic system of community. 

Your doctrine of celibacy in a regenerate 

lane, I consider favorable to epee growth. 
ut this is a great subject. I only intended 
to say, I thank you for sending me the little 
ure-minded monthly, and herewith forward 
cts. to pay for it. Iam not afraid to allow 
my sons and daughters to read it. It is good. 
Truly your friend, . 





F. Pingree. 


New York, June 13, 1873. 

Friend F, W. Evans: I have received (per 
mail) your monthly for June. I see no falling 
off in its articles. It is a New Testament of 
Gospel Christianity to Christism, and bears 
the same relation to modern Christianity that 
the four Gospels bore to Judaism nearly two 
thousand years ago. 

The “ r and Shakeress” bears a civil 
and religious testimony to the truth as taught 
by Jesus of Nazareth, who, while upon earth, 
was the Exemplar of Shakerism, which is a 
resurrection of his life and teachings. 








What has been the civil and religious history 
of Christendom, for all its centuries, but war, 
bloodshed, cruelty, and all conceivable kinds 
of criminality and barbarism? Hell has ex- 
isted more in Christendom than in all the 
world besides. Is there not more antagonism 
between the j sects of Christianity than 
= ~ coe, outside of its blood-stained pre- 

cts 
2 “By a fruits Made cae a. Ex- 

ortations for peace good-will among men, 
in Europe, are vain, whilst wars and slaughter, 
robbery and devastation, are the works of its 


poopie. 

our “ Shaker and Shakeress” for June is 
very good, indeed. The articles, “ Mother's 
Day,’ “ Follow Me,’ “ Convention,” are excel- 
lent, and “ Our Shaker Home” cannot be sur- 
passed. The other articles make an interesting 
variety. 

Eldress Antoinette is not idle as an editress. 
Indeed, the “ Shakeress” for June is rich and 
entertaining. I see, also, that the daughter 
of my friend Devyr is a poetess, and contrib- 
utes some choice pieces of poetry. 

In short, the monthly is to the Shaker world 
what the New Testament is to outside Christ- 
ianity. It is the modern Scriptures—a God- 
spell to the religious world ; and its editor and 
editress are Christian Apostles. 

P. 8.— Love to my daughter. Her father 
often thinks of her, and is thankful to Divine 
Providence that she is among godly people, 
and living in quietude. x ** 


TO THE SHAKER AND SHAKERESS: 
My feelings are warmly enlisted in the cause 
ou are bringing before mankind. I am em- 
Idened to write of my feelings of sympathy 
with you from the consideration that the union 
of every earnest soul, however humble, will 
at least not retard the cause. As my soul 
emerges from the petrifying influence of sin, 
and bac yess to appreciate the glorious liberty 
of the Gospel, so does your divine mission be- 
come dear to me. The literature of the world, 
which formerly delighted me, has now lost its 
savor, and men | pages as yours can alone sup- 
ply the food my soul craves. You are prima- 
rily endeavoring to make plain to humanity the 
distinction between flesh and spirit. You are 
pointing out the discordant results that spring 
from the former, the peace and good will of 
the latter. You are doing this in an effectual, 
but by no means bigoted, way. Your words 
carry the weight of experience more or less 
extensive. As Jesus told his t truths in 
serious and loving language, to the truth- 
seekers of his time, so do you to those of 


ours. 
- Intertwined, as outward signs to the prin- 
ciple of a problem, as the body to the soul, are 
spiritual and physiological truth. I gratefully 
unite with your testimony in this respect. I 
have derived, during the past few years, physi- 
cal and spiritual benefit, by adopting a vege- 
table diet, and from the discontinuance of the 
use of tea and coffee. Surely there is a signi- 
ficance in the fact that the food of the prophets 
of God has always been simple. As to tobacco, 
I cannot conceive how rational beings can con- 
sume such nauseous poison. I can but con- 
clude that its use was instigated by the wily 
powers of evil as a torment to their uncons- 
cious devotees. Many who use it understand its 
injurious effect. I have eagerly looked at 
agricultural pieces, for comments on the culti- 
vation of tobacco by Believers. The Jewish 
law required frequent bathings of the whole 
body. Mother Ann said that, unless the body 
were kept clean, the gifts of God would not 
flow. Other points of your testimony on the 
relation of physical health to —— life, 
such as punctual manual labor, I fully unite 
with. siring to be a humble follower in 
every progressive movement, which originates 
in the true gift, it is my aim to live out each 
successive development of truth. 
Thomas J. Stroud, Enfield, Conn. 


SELF-CONSECRATION is not a single act, or fact 
in the past —a definite thing to be referred 
back to ; it is not an act, an impulse, an emo- 
tion, a sentiment ; buta principle brought and 
laid upon the altar of service, to be constantly 
replaced, re-sanctified, as the shew-bread of 
the table before the altar. 











TOBACCO, 


—~o— 


As nigh as I can remember, in the year 1825, 
there was a religious movement, or reforma- 
tion, on the Darby Plains, in Ohio. It did not 
originate with any of the sectarians, but was, 
in some measure, led by a man who seemed 
much inspired to pi me. and denounce Ortho- 
doxy, being quite independent of the sectarian 
clergy. The subjects of this work met together, 
sang and prayed, exhorted, told their experi- 
ences, and, w was a peculiar feature, con- 
fessed their private sins in public. Among 
others, there was a quiet little man of the name 
of Joseph Atsett who was drawn into the whirl- 
pool of the revival. The writer was among 
them as a missionary at the time. Ina nce | 
— meeting Joseph came forward to te 
experience. He informed the meeting that 
he went among the hazel bushes for the pur- 
ee of secret prayer, and when he kneeled 
own the Spirit said to him “ Open your mouth 
and [ will fill it.” “And,” said he, “I gaped 
open my mouth like a young robin, and the 
Spirit said ‘ What is that in your mouth?’” 
Said he “I had a great cud of tobaccoin my 
mouth! And I made haste to spit it out, and 
= opened my mouth. But the spirit said, 
‘ What is that in your pocket?’ And I had 
almost a phele pies in my pocket. I took it 
out and throwed it as far as I could send it 
among the hazel bushes. Then both my mouth 
and my soul was filled with the Spirit, and 1 
experienced a joy and peace I had never felt 
before. I have never touched tobacco since, 
and I never will use it again.” 

Twenty-five years after that, the writer lived 
in the Society at Watervliet, O., five miles from 
the city of Dayton. And in those days a revi- 
val, or religious awakening, took place in that 
wa It began with the lower class, both in 
point of wealth and morals,and operated more 
especially among the inebriate class. The sec- 
tarian clergy, Methodists, Baptists, Presbyteri- 
ans, etc., pitched in ; and each tried to gather 
the dear lambs into his own fold. These lambs 
were found to be uncommonly refractory and 
independent. The writer had the following 
account from the mouth of one of those con- 
verts from the ranks of the inebriate class. “I 
was,” said he, “a hard drinker, and had ~~ 
ed myself nearly to lying in the gutter. is 
spirit of reformation got hoid of me, and I 
could not shake it off. I finally closed in with 
it, and resolved never to use any thing that 
would intoxicate. But I could not stop at that, 
I was led by the same Spirit to see the perni- 
cious effect of using tobacco, and was required 
to quit its use; and I did so. I felt the more 
like a man for it, and seemed to myself some- 
what cleaned up. When this movement began 
to die away a little, the — of the several 
sects began fishing, each with his own net, try- 
ing to get the most. The Presbyterian called 
on me, and invited me to join his church. I 
told him I would attend his meeting the next 
Sabbath, after which I would be prepared to 
give him an answer. Sabbath came, and I 
attended the service ; a day or two afterward, 
the clergyman called to know how I liked the 
meeting, and how I had made up my mind. I 
said to him: Sir, I attended your worship and 
discovered that many of your congregation 
chew tobacco, and cannot afford to refrain even 
during the hour of worship. They squirt out 
the filthy juice, and the floor was so unclean 
that I mf « not find a place to kneel before 
God. And, sir, you use the poisonous weed 
yourself,and you have gota cud in your mouth 
now! Spit it out and quit its use, and get 
your congregation to quit it. Iwill never join 
a church which indulges in a practice that the 
Spirit of God requires me to abstain from. The 
same spirit that required me to abstain from 
whisky, urged me to quit tobacco; and if I 
should join a church that used it, I should be 


in constant danger of being down to 
the same level, which, by the of God, I 
never will be.” This man informed me that 


the clergyman never called upon him again. 
In conclusion, I will observe: At the time 
I received this narrative, I lived at Watervliet, 
O., and there was not then a single member of 
that society that used tobaceo in any of its 
forms, which was to me.a great consolation. 
R. W. Pelham, Union Village. O. 
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A. DOOLITTLE, EDITRESS. 





WEALTH. 


—o— 

WEALTH, as defined by Webster, is “large 
possessions of money, goods, or land.” ‘‘ All 
souls are mine, saith the Lord.” The earth, 
with its fullness, belong to Him. If God is 
just and without partiality, has not every 
human being an inherent right to as much 
land as he needs, from which to derive ‘his 
daily sustenance? Have not all an equal 
right to God’s sunshine, to the pure breezes 
which come from the mountains, and to the 
cooling streamlets that meander through the 
vales and woodlands? Would it not be just 
as much the prerogative of the few to shut 
out the sun’s rays, and to bottle up the winds, 
and dam up the streams of water (had they 
the power) as for them to monopolize the 
land? Whence came the right for one man 
or woman to possess a “ large amount of land, 
goods, or money,” by which means they op- 
press and hold in vassalage other of God’s 
creatures? If the answer is: “We have 
wrought diligently with our hands— have 
toiled honestly and earnestly — while others 
have been indifferent and idle; and we have 
only received the just reward of our works ;” 
then is God’s justice vindicated, and man’s 
ways justified. “It shall be well with the 
righteous ;” they who do right in temporal 
as really as in spiritual things ; and they will 
eat the fruit of their own toil; while the 
sluggard, who will not work, must suffer hun- 
ger, for “the reward of his hands will be 
given him ;” those who “sow sparingly” will 
reap accordingly. 

Wealth that comes through honest industry, 
is God’s gift and blessing to man, and is his 
lawful inheritance; but,if he so remembers 
his riches that he gathers them into his heart, 
and carries them in his best affections, until 
they are formed into idols, to be worshiped, 
then is God robbed and dishonored, and man 
becomes a degenerate being, by abusing prof- 
fered blessings, instead of using them as a 
means to uplift the erring; that the strong 
and more perfect might in that way be instru- 
mental in aiding the weak and less perfect. 

The corporeal body being composed of the 
elements of the earth, must of necessity de- 
rive its sustenance therefrom, while in a phy- 
sical state of existence. But, is it not a mar- 
vel (when intellect and conscience awake from 
lethargy) that sentient beings, who believe in 
an endless existence in a life beyond the 
present, and who know that time will soon 
carry them where earthly riches, honors, and 
pleasures will be beyond their reach, should 
turn all their energies of mind and body to 
grasp and hold those uncertain riches, which 
in one short hour may come to naught? If 
the angel who rides the pale horse should de- 
lay his coming for a few short years, yet the 
earthquake, which opens its mouth and swal.- 
lows up cities and hamlets, and buries thou- 
sands in one living tomb, may occur in an un- 
expected hour; or the mighty flood tide may 
Sweep, as it has often done, over thickly 
inhabited portions of the land, destroying 
life and property; and fire, that fierce ‘de- 
vouring element, may lay waste great and 
populous cities, like Chicago and Boston, in a 
brief period of time, then the people stood 





aghast, and “cried with a loud voice: Alas! 
alas!” these great cities containing so much 
riches, are laid in ashes, and ruined! Tongue 
would fail to utter, or pen to paint, the fears, 
the weeping and wailing of the people in that 
momentous hour, as they saw their costly edi- 
fices, one after another devoured by the mer- 
ciless flames ; while men, women and children 
fled for their lives, without daring, as it were, 
even to cast one lingering look after the 
household gods—their ornaments of gold 
and silver, and precious stones— which they 
had left behind them. 

What lesson has been learned from such 
visitations? Have we learned humility and 
dependence, and gained a knowledge that 
pride and haughtiness are precursors of the 
destructive elements? We may remember 
that the proverb is just as true to day as when 
it was first uttered; that “ He that hasteth to 
be rich hath an evil eye;” and, we add, an 
evil intention also, The love of power, and a 
desire to live in luxury and ease, cause men 
and women to be unjust, and to bind heavy 
burdens upon the poor, and to monopolize the 
elements of subsistence, until their riches is 
oftentimes their greatest source of vexation, 
anxiety, and fear. “The abundance of the 
rich will not suffer him to rest, but the sleep 
of the (honest) laborer is sweet.” 

Many of the ancient philosophers so feared 
the snares of sin, through the deceitfulness of 
earthly riches, that their strong love of virtue, 
and desire to consecrate themselves to a life 
of chastity, induced them to resort to extreme 
asceticism, and, in solitude, on some lone 
mountain, or in a desert-place, remote from 
the haunts of vice, from earthly friends, and 
every temporal comfort, they performed their 
vows far from mortal ken. As Gregory said 
of himself, “he endured the rays of the sul- 
try sun until his skin was parched, and dark 
as the skin of the Ethiopean, and his limbs 
were made rough by the friction of coarse 
hair-cloth.” 

When the power of the holy people was 
scattered, and there was no organized body of 
true Christians on the earth, the prophetic 
spirit rested with those faithful servants of 
God, who were clad in sackcloth and mourn- 
ing; for the true spirit of prophecy has never 
left the earth, but continued with suffering 
witnesses through the long night of spiritual 
darkness. They were God’s stars. But, in 
the fullness of time, according to prophecy, 
the gathering of the latter-day saints com- 
menced, and the kingdom began to be estab- 
lished, in which the “ will of God is done on 
earth as it is done in heaven.” 

We rejoice that the time has come when 
the power of salvation is given to those who 
desire it, and strength to commence the heay- 
enly life. And that brethren and sisters can 
dwell together in unity, bearing aloft the ban- 
ner of virgin purity, and can mingle together 
in a pure social relation, and in all the duties 


‘of life, and preserve their continence with- 


out resorting to deserts and mountains, or to 
monasteries. By the power of truth we are 
made free! We have engaged in the Christian 
warfare, and the God of battles is with us, 
and teaches us how to use those spiritual wea- 
pons which are powerful in destroying the 
strong holds of sin in the human heart. And 
those who are true in this strife, are not dis- 
posed to use carnal weapons to wound or kill 
their brother man. 








We have peace and plenty.. We plant vine- 
yards and eat the fruit of them, and receive 
the reward of unselfish toil. “ We ask for 
neither riches nor poverty.” If, by diligently 
putting our hands to work, and applying our 
hearts unto wisdom, we gain more than we 
need for our own support, we cheerfully dedi- 
cate it to the upbuilding of the Church of 
Christ on earth; while our greatest concern 
shall be to lay up treasures in the heavens — 
the future home of the souls of those who 
love and walk in the truth. The riches of 
Christ’s kingdom are the riches which we 
covet. 





THE CHRISTIAN’S REST. 
0 

“ComE unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” These 
words, uttered by the Divine Master centuries 
ago, are still new, and possess great power. 
He also said, “Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart ; 
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For 
my yoke is easy,and my burden is light.” 
What excellence and pathetic sympathy we 
find in that beautiful and loving invitation! 
From those few sentences might be written 
volumes, well filled with instruction that would 
enlighten the understanding of those who are 
seeking eternal life — the heavenly rest. 

Sometimes those teachings are spread out 
before us like a map, or chart; and again we 
view them as a broad field of labor; not for 
the mind only, but also for hands that are 
willing to work early and late in the Lord’s 
vineyard. 

The voice of paternal tenderness and love 
that is heard through those words, ‘‘Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest,” touches the tender 
chords of sympathy and soul affection in the 
heart of the weary pilgrim, and causes them 
to vibrate anew. We are not sent to roam in 
distant lands, as strangers, alone and uncared 
for, in search of the desired rest ; but he stands 
with open arms ready to infold those who will 
hear his voice. His language is full of inspi- 
ration and soul-stirring eloquence ; and, to the 
earnest seeker after truth, it feels like the 
breath of heaven. 

It may be asked, “How is it that he calls 
upon us to work in his vineyard, and yet prom- 
ises a rest? We answer: It is rest from the 
turmoils of a worldly life — from its fashions 
and follies — its sorrows and vain pleasures; 
for, how true it is, that, in our earth life, roses 
and thorns grow together; and we tire of 
earth-born pleasures ; and most assuredly does 
the soul who is seeking for heavenly joys, 
grow weary of a life in sin, and loathe its vain 
pleasures. And they who strive for earthly 
gain, and for those things which are self- 
pleasing, will continue to love the world, with 
its friendships and pleasures, and all its allur- 
ing charms. ° Instead of being crucified to the 
world, as was Jesus, they are alive to its bane- 
ful influences; and their sinful natures are 
constantly crying, “Give us more and more ;” 
for a sinful appetite cannot be satisfied. 

It is only to the sin-sick soul that those 
beautiful words, ‘Take my yoke upon you 
and learn of me,” &., are acceptable. Do we 
feel that putting on and wearing the yoke of 
Christ is a hard and grievous task ? if so, then 
are we unworthy of the sacred and hallowed 
rest that is promised. 
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“ Learn of me,” said the Savior. How shall 
we learn, except we deny ourselves of all un- 
godliness and every worldly lust ; take up the 
cross, and put off the old garments of self-love, 
pride, and ambition; and by confession and 
repentance, wash our robes and make them 
white, and walk with our Father and Mother 
in Christ whithersoever they lead? Then, 
even though it should be through the soul- 
trying furnace of affliction that we may be 
called to go, we shall be preserved ; or if we 
pass through deep waters, we shall not be 
overwhelmed ; nor will death, the great king 
of terrors, have any power over us. Come 
then, dear Gospel-friends, let all who have 
heard the heavenly call,“ Come unto me,” 
and who have seen the light descend from the 
Resurrection heavens, and have “ tasted of the 
good word of God, and of the powers of the 
world to come,” be living souls/ Let us en- 
large the chambers of our hearts, and live not 
for self alone, but for the good that we may 
do to our brethren and sisters in our home 
circle, and throughout the Zion of God. Then 
shall our light shine abroad, and the Holy 
Spirit will clothe our souls with Divine love, 
that will refine all the senses, and perfect us 
in the “image of the heavenly,” and will fill 
us with purified joy and peace. Then shall 
we sing the song of Redemption full and free. 
And the one prayer of Zion’s children will be, 
“Lord, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
throughout the whole earth, as it is done in 
heaven!” —the glorious kingdom of Right- 
eousness and Peace. 

Eldress Mary A. Gillespie, West Gloucester, Me. 





BELOVED ELDRESS ANTOINETTE: 

Your kind appeal to the “ Sisterhood,” in the 
January No. of the Shaker and Shakeress, 
seems to be looking us steadily in the face 
this morning, and still demanding a reply. 

As we sit thinking of its claims upon us, 
and of our obligations to the cause which we 
hope to honor, we mentally pledge loyalty to 
both, and would give proof thereof by many 
simple tokens. 

We have been an interested reader of the 
Shaker ever since its advent, and heartily 
thank all contributors for the favors which 
they have conferred on so large a class of 
readers in this section, as we have been not 
only edified but instructed ; so much so, that 
we sometimes think, after perusing the pithy 
articles penned for its columns, that the whole 
story of our peculiar belief has already been 
admirably told; that nothing new can be 
written on this subject. 

Again. When taking into consideration the 
boundlessness of the theme to which we have 
pledged our lives, it would seem that an army 
of writers of the Esdras type could not ex- 
haust it. And, further, when contrasting the 
size of our little sheet with the voluminous 
publications of the scientific and religious 
world, it is, comparatively speaking, but a 
mote in magnitude to what it would be, were 
it possible to put into language the manifold 
excellencies which emanate from the virgin 
life which we aim to interpret. 

But, anon, we are reminded of the youthful 
hero of bible history, who accepted the chal- 
lenge of Philistia’s champion, and who also, 
refusing to wear Saul’s armor (preferring 
rather to trust in God), successfully van- 
quished the mighty foe with one smooth stone 
from out the brook. Hence, may we not pre- 








dict that similar results will follow the mis- 
siles of truth brought to view in the Shaker 
and Shakeress, if aimed at the champion of 
our modern Philistia, alias “social evil?” 
And if God is our support too, we certainly 
have no need to wear the brazen armour of 
popular theology to meet this foe, nor to con- 
vict the world that there is a God in Israel, 
through our present humble medium, even 
the Shaker and Shakeress. We find that, 
with all that has been written concerning our 
religious belief, many questions are still being 
proposed by strangers and friends not of our 
persuasion, with regard to the practical work- 
ings of our community system, its advantages, 
its benefits, and the like. This is not strange, 
though we know that the principles upon 
which it is founded are eternal, and that sev- 
eral societies embodying these have survived 
the ravages of time for nearly a century, and 
resisted alike the waves of opposition, and 
the insinuations of false doctrines, without 
any signs of decay; that they have stood 
while scores of man-made institutions have 
risen and declined. Still, the world wonders 
and prophesies failure, while questions simi- 
lar to what we here insert often meet us. 
Some of these we do not remember to have 
seen very elaborately treated in our late pub- 
lications; we therefore solicit the aid of ex- 
perienced writers of our Order for more satis- 
factory replies to the same, in future numbers 
of the paper, than we are able to give. 





ist. Can children, adopted by your commu- 
nities, and subjected to your peculiar modes of 
discipline, ever become symmetrically devel- 
oped in an intellectual point of view? In 
brief, Did this system ever produce a well 
balanced mind? 

2d. Is the quiet routine of duties daily 
imposed, calculated to develop energy of 
character, or give breadth and soundness to 
judgment? 

8d. Are individuals thus reared, self-reliant 
and able to cope with difficulties of a compli- 
cated nature? 

4th. Is it possible that minds thus apparently 
fettered by surroundings, and controlled by 
one system of influences, ever rejoice in that 
expansion of ideas, and that independence of 
thought which constitutes them free agents? 

These are a few of the many queries which 
seem to puzzle the multitudes who stand as 
spectators, apparently waiting to see how suc- 
cessfully the singular problem of a virgin 
life is to be solved by human beings. We do 
not propose to answer these questions analyti- 
cally, but will give a general opinion. 

Would say, with regard to question first, 
that most children adopted by us, in these 
days, belong to that class of individuals whom 
Christ came to save; hence wholesome disci- 
pline and quiet occupation, are the grand 
counter-influences to which we must resort, to 
check the growth of inherent propensities 
which are so glaringly apparent. If they 
yield to these means, we have some hope of 
balancing the future mind, morally, at least. 
Our strife is, however, to create a taste for 
such healthful, intellectual and moral pur- 
suits, as will raise them above their former 
gross appetites. 

We find that Satan has already taken them 
“up into an exceeding high mountain,” and 
they have discovered the glories of the whole 
earth ; and, shall we say it? only the wisdom 








of a God is equal to the task of reforming 
and elevating them from their low estates. 
We further claim, that the principles of the 
Christ-life, when fully accepted, will not only 
elevate men and women, but will, in a certain 
sense, reconstruct the minds of those who are 
wedded to the cause of spiritual progress. 
In other words, “ They who put Christ fully 
on,” become gradually and radically changed 
in many respects, for “God helps those who 
help themselves.” 

Still further, with regard to the moral 
growth of children adopted by our communi 
ties, we think that they have many advantages 
over their companions abroad, if the “one 
system of influences” mentioned, is pure ; for, 
remarks an able writer, in one of our Educa 
tional Journals : 

“The soul addressed constantly by the 
highest possible influences, will have pure 
and lofty purposes, will aim at highest ends.” 
Again: “It is safe to say, that the moral cha 
racter of the mature man will depend more 
upon the education which the conscience shall 
have received in early days, than upon any 
other agency.” 

But what of intellectual growth? Simply 
this: that the young Shaker and Shakeress 
are not only permitted, but urged to educate 
themselves in those branches of seience which 
will aid them in becoming useful members of 
society. Nor are they (as stated in “ Science 
of Life,’ February No.) obliged to suspend 
mental growth as a result of marriage, as is 
the fact of young women abroad. With us 
we can see no reason why the mind should 
not continue to expand and increase its pow- 
ers, as long as it exists in the form ; and who 
can limit its capabilities when freed from an 
earthly tabernacle? That there have been 
well-ordered minds, and noble specimens of 
men and women developed within the con- 
fines of a Shaker home, we truthfully aver. 
And why not? since destroying the animal 
proclivities does not fetter the more exalted 
attributes of the soul. 

History informs us, that John Bunyan, one 
of the most celebrated of English writers, was 
imprisoned for twelve years; and while thus 
incarcerated wrote his popular “ Pilgrim’s 
Progress.” Did this exalted mental effort 
prove that being secluded from the world for 
a time, the mind ceased to act or to expand? 

It is clear to us, that “the mind grows from 
what it feeds upon ;” and that that mind, ab- 
sorbed in the desire to do the will of God 
becomes God-like in its capabilities, loves, ana 
interests. 

The facts are, that those who feel them- 
selves called to this work of self-denial, recog- 
nize God in the whole plan; and, while pro- 
fessing to leave the worldly order, the plane 
upon which perfect natural men and women 
are developed, choose rather to be perfected 
in the angel life, aspiring most to develop the 
angel character, which is to exist when earthly 
attainments have passed away. 

Asenath C. Stickney, Canterbury, N. H. 
——— 


WHEN men are called into the Christian life, 
they do not come in as experts and veterans ; 
they come in as recruits, to be drilled. And 
all their campaign lies before them. The vic- 
tory of our faith is gained step by step; and 
the great personal epochs in our history are 
those in which the good principle, after severe 
conflict, gains the ascendency over the evil that 
is in us. 





Communications from J. M. Peebles and A. 
B. Bradford in September number. 
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FORBEARANCE. 


THE spirit of persecution is often keenly felt 
in many petty ways through life, sufficient to 
fully test the fidelity of the striving Christian. 
Those only who meekly bear unmerited cen- 
sure, or injustice in its many ——. still 
rs ing a calm, forgiving spirit, con- 
tinuing to do good to their enemies are, indeed 
and truly, Christian. Genuine forbearance is 
a virtue, beautiful, noble, and Christ-like. 

How many professing Christians can meet 
the insults of scoffers, or hear slanderous 
reports of themselves or their friends, without 
a retaliatory answer in their hearts, and who 
(if practicable) would not turn the weight of 
the offense upon the offender? 

May we never forget the lovely example of 
our Pattern, who bore so meekly the malice 
of the vile; when scourged, spit upon, stoned, 
scoffed and jeered, his lofty spirit could not 
stoop to pour out a revenge. How noble the 
breathings of his soul, “ Father forgive them ; 
for they know not what they do.” 

Let each follower of our Savior ask him- 
self this question, — In how great a degree do 
I practise this Christian principle? 

Elizabeth Martin, Canterbury, N. H. 





PRAYER, 
—o— 


THE readers of the “ Shaker and Shakeress,”’ 
who believe that the Bible is the Word of God, 
and that the Aposties of Jesus Christ were 
under the immediate inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit in all they said and wrote, from the 
time he called them to leave their fishing nets 
on the banks of the sea of Galilee, and follow 
him, will pardon us for dwelling upon the 
subject of Prayer, when they remember that 
one of the best injunctions the Apostles ever 
gave was, to “ Pray without ceasing.” — Ep. 
PRAYER is sometimes called the “sheet- 
anchor of the soul, when tossed upon the 
tempestuous sea of life;” and “ Prayer is the 
soul’s sincere desire, unuttered or expressed.” 
Formal, wordy prayers, that do not proceed 
from the heart, are only ‘‘lip service.” But 
how much to be desired is a dependent, child- 


like spirit, which will lead souls, in times of. 


need, to apply for help, and draw life from 
the Fountain that is never dry. 

Mortals are so short-sighted, that they fre- 
—_ ask for those things they want (or 

esire), instead of seeking to have their real 
needs supplied ; and, in that condition of mind, 
may sometimes think they receive a “ stone for 
bread,” or, “ for an egg, a scorpion,” and be led 
to exclaim (as did Jacob of old), “ All these 
things are st me.” But, if such will 
patiently wait on God, they will eventually 
see his wisdom in withholding as well as in 


giving. 

When (as Believers in Christ’s second ap- 
pearing) we pray for the spread of the Gospel 
testimony, and that souls may be gathered to 
our Zion, would it not be well for us to con- 
sider, and ask ourselves, How much individual 
sacrifice are we willing to make for the good 
of others? and, Are we willing to share with 
them our joy omg and spiritual substance ? 

We know how hard, or difficult, it is for 
those who have spent their time and energies 
of body and mind in acquiring wealth, to con- 
secrate it to the of others, and unselfishly 
share it with them. And, indeed, those who 
have no possessions in houses, or land, or 
riches of any kind, find it exceedingly crossing 
to their selfish natures, to sacrifice, or give up, 
or “ forsake ” their fathers and mothers, their 
brothers and sisters, and the pleasures of a 
carnal life; yet all this must done before 
they can ad wt the truth of the promise of a 
“hundred-fold more in this life, and in the 
world to come life everlasting.” 

Our faith and confidence is in God, who hears 
and answers prayer. Our faith may be tried; 
but we will continue to watch and wait, to 
pray, and not faint; for his work will go on, 
and no power on earth can stay his head - 

A few years ago, thousands of souls, who 
saw and felt the great evil of in the 
United States, devoutly prayed that the slave 
power might be broken, and the oppressed 
made free. The number who prayed and 








worked in the cause of freedom were few in 
comparison with those who upheld the slave 
power; yet they knew they were on the side 
of justice and right, and were firm in their 
faith that the right would prevail. The truth 
in respect to slavery worked (for a time) like 
leaven in the community, until the people 
were sufficiently imbued with a sense of jus- 
tice to rise and strike the blow that severed 
the captives’ chains. 
R. Webster, Union V., O. 





THE Prayer taught by Jesus, inculcates all 
the duties pertaining to the Christian life. He 
taught us to say, “Our Father, who art in 
heaven.” This implies a Divine Parentage ; 
for, if we have “a Father in heaven,” we must 
also have a Mother there, through whose pure 
Spirit we become purified, and made fit sub- 
jects for that blissful state that enables ws 
dependent children to say—our Father and 
Mother ; and their sacred name can be honored 
by those only who have “ washed their robes, 
and made them white.” 

In this simple, child-like spirit, we say, 
“Give us this day our daily bread; not the 
stale bread of our forefathers,” who ate their 
manna, and are dead,” nor the spiritual food 
that was distributed to the primitive Chris- 
tians; for they also have passed away; nor 
even that of yesterday ; but tne new and liv- 
ing bread of to-day; those glorious truths 
which, day by day, unfold to our understand- 
ings, the will of our “Father and Mother in 
heaven,” and fill our souls with that beauti- 
ful spirit of “ forgiveness” that we can in confi- 
dence ask to be “forgiven.” Then we shall 
not be left in the hour of “temptation ;” but 
our souls will be “ delivered from evil;” and, 
in this purified state, we can humbly and 
devoutly ascribe all the glory, honor, and 
power to our Father and Mother — Gop. 

“The fervent and effectual prayer of the 
righteous,” is not the bending of the knee to 
a set form of words; it is not the empty 
pharisaic prattle, to be “ heard of men;” but 
the Christian’s prayer is the Christian life. 
Simple desires are good; but they avail us 
nothing, unless we work with them. Then 
let us live under the heavenly influence of 
Divine love, that we may devote our whole life 
to the beautiful work of prayer —that of min- 
istering the healing balm of comfort to the 
afflicted, and pouring the “oil of gladness” 
into the wounded heart; thus lifting huma- 
nity from the dismal pit of a sinful life, into 
the glorious sunshine of our Parents’ love. 

Marcia M. Bullard, Canaan, N. ¥. 


—— a 


HOME. 
—o— 
***Mid pleasures and palaces, wherever I roam, 

Be it everso humble, there’s no place like home!” 
THESE lines were written by one who, a 
stranger and alone, was wandering through 
the streets of a gay and populous city, and, 
feeling homeless and sad, composed a poem 
that touched a chord so deeply implanted in 
the human heart, that it has been copied and 
sung in every civilized country throughout 
the world. 

The love of home is coeval with the race; 
from the monarch to the peasant, from the 
sage to the savage, all are (more or less) im- 
bued with this instinct, according to their 
de of development. 

t is also seen in the animal creation: “The 
oz knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s 
crib, were the words of an inspired Prophet 
long ago; none so stupid, that they do not 
know the source whence their needs are sup- 
plied. 

Our Savior reco, this principle, when 
He said: “The foxes have Stee and the 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of 
man hath not where to lay his head;” and, 
perhaps, this may have m one of the 
causes that combined to make him a “ man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief.” gen 
called to separate himself from friends an 
kindred, he was not even permitted to have a 
home, where he might, when weary and op- 
pressed in spirit, seek an interval of rest, and 
find a momentary relaxation from the gveat 
work to which he was consecrated. 

And what is home? Does it consist mérely 





in the supply of the natural and physical 
wants of our being, without any reference to 
the moral culture, the spirit wth, and 
that sympathy of feeling which bind heart to 
heart? ere these are wanting, there may 
be opulence, grandeur, and an outward sem- 
blance of happiness ; but it is not home, and 
cannot fill the yearnings of an immortal —s 

A Shaker home is quite a different thing. 
Many admire the neatness, order, and ~ 4 
of repose that mark our outward surround- 
ings; but they do not discover the hidden 
springs that produce this outgrowth, and make 
it, of all others, the most attractive. For, 
while vs 4 pity our self-imposed seclusion 
from worldly society, with all its selfishness, 
pride, and love of distinction, together with 
what they call our religious fanaticism, they 
might indeed envy the peace, love, and har- 
mony, that pervade our humble home, and 
form a paradise on earth. 

Here selflove is not the ruling influence ; 
but each one labors physically and spiritually 
for the of all; and the perverted pas- 
sions of human nature do not the sway 
over the intellectual and spiritual faculties of 
the soul; but are brought into subjection to a 
higher law, which controls the body, even the 
law of Christ. This makes the “ golden rule” 
a possibility; and it becomes comparatively 
easy to prefer one another in love, rather than 
to indulge in the opposite spirit, that would 
lead the strong to usurp authority over the 
weak, and to allow the love of greed to be the 
only incentive to action. 

As the principles that constitute this blessed 
home are eternal, we believe that it is 
emphatically the home of the soul, where all 
its higher aspirations must center; therefore 
we will cleave to it; for we know that purity, 
genuine friendship, and hallowed love, pos- 
sess the hearts, and form the characters, of the 
inmates of this our Zion home. 

Rhoda R. Hollister, Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 
———_—_—_>_____—_— 


SCANDAL. 


Ir all be true that Beecher, Tilton & Co. are 
charged with, by some meddlesome women, 
who is there, amongst the magnates of Baby- 
lon, that can rightfully cast the first stone? 
Are they not all under the influence of per- 
verted generation, or suffering from it ante- 
natally? Wisdom would seem to dictate 
that the accused and accusers come to terms, 
shake hands, and, like Pilate and Herod, be 
friends; lest the Shakers come forth from 
their seclusion and inaugurate the Day of ~ 
Judgment, 





Unanimirty of action is the order of Heaven. 
All of God’s creation expresses perfection in 
unity and co-operation. The worship of 
Believers is symbolical of the ultimate attain- 
ment of the soul, when the whole being shall 
be in harmony with the Creator — God — and 
with associate intelligences living and moving 
in the element of pure love. This is the 
doctrine that the Christ taught, and that 
Jesus accepted ; and this was the Spirit that 
prompted him to renounce his individuality 
and selfish life, with its prescribed interests, 
for the good of his brethren, whom he served 
in love. He said, “ The Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister.” And, 
in a spirit of true consecration, he said, “Lo, 
I come to do thy will, O God!” And those 
who are baptized into the same spirit, are lost 
to selfhood, and help to inaugurate the reign 
of “Peace on earth,” and of love to God, 
“and good-will to man.” 
J. D. Knight, Mt. Lebanon. 


———_¢ 
Tue secret of health: First, keep warm. Sec- 
ond, eat larly andslowly. Third, maintain 
regular bodily habits. Fourth, take early and 
very light suppers, or, better still, none at all. 
Fifth, keep a clean skin. Sixth, get plenty of 
sleep at night. Seventh, keep cheerful and 
respectful company. Eighth, keep out of debt. 
Ninth, don’t set your mind on things you don’t 
need. 


THE Txst.— Whoever would put “ God” into 
the Federal Constitution discovers a plentiful 
lack of that element in their own constitution. 
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TWILIGHT REFLECTION. 
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1. When the soft shades of twilight drop over our way, Like c 
this is the sea-son when calm, holy thought Like tide-waves our spirits o’er-flow, While truest of pictures our life-deeds have wrought, 
oft let us pause mid the con-flict and strife, The coun-sel of wis-dom to heed, 











ns let down from on high, 


“a @. a: 





When life’s busy scenes that have crowded the day, 








To ask for a fore-taste of heavy-en-ly life, 
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| FSSSSSe 
Have pass’d with the light from the sky; 


Re - flec-tionshall o-ver us throw, 
To sa-tis-fy im-mor-tal need; 











Tis thenthatthe spi-rit should rise and take flight, 
Till clear-ly por-trayed on the vi-sion with-in, Each mo-tive and ac-tion 
And when the deep sha-dows of time close around, 














m tu-mult ofearthand its care, 
will be, 


When life's fair-est day-beams are past, 
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THE SWEDISH EMIGRANT. 


—o— 
Ir may be news to many subscribers, that, 
in Kentucky, connected with the Pleasant Hill 
Society, there is a Shaker Family composed 
of emigrants from Sweden. Its Elder, John 
Barnett, has sent the following Poetic Lines, 
and says: 

“The correspondence with Sweden shows 
that the fire is not smothered. Numbers speak 
of faith, and expect to come; others wish to 
come, but have not the means. 

“T have sometimes thought that the East- 
ern world being (as termed by you) masculine, 
and the Western, feminine, tha next cycle of 

rogress of our Gospel will open in England. 
But to me it seems im ble for Believers to 
travel successfully, w ile so fettered by inex- 
orable ‘ fashion’ in aliments and beverages, 
which belon, exclusively to the dominion and 
kingdom e ‘ desolate.’ 


A pleased: country, far away 


From tumult, war, and 
Oo we = price that I must pay, 
ts righteousness to gain. 


I leave my native end ona kin, 
And life, so dear to 
| pride, and selfishness, and sin, 
To there be pure and free. 


nial clime, and fruitful soil, 
Yield rich abundant food. 

There, honest ice and toil 
Return a lasting good. 


The precious olive, wheat, and vine, 
To cultivate with care, 

The law of heaven shall make it mine, 
That I their wealth may share. 


The worldly-minded ge not led 


Its 


Unto this blest 
The false and covetous s but dread 
Its strait and narrow road. 


The vulture’s eye hath aver seen, 
Nor ravenous beasts f Prey. 
Nor trail of wil sorpeate’ bes 





Along this holy way. 


No fell disease, to interru ~~ 
The flow of life and ze 

No moth or rust can there corrup 
Nor thieves break through an 


No famine’s death hath there appear’d, 
But fruitful fields abound ; 
d Peace her temple bright has rear’d 
Upon this sacred ground. 


Her imple Lys —" LHesh's ark, 
Will all from flood, 
Who will: in cone on 
To find eternal good. 


from the East and West they’ll come, 
os North and South afar, 
All tongues and kindred find ahome 
Where many mansions are. 


John Barnett, Pleasant Hill, Ky. 


OUR PARENTAGE. 


—o— 
Lord, kindle thy burnings, and quench not the 





That consumes the nature of sin 
Light up - dark places with Truth’s piercing 


aes all Decomes glorious within. 
Ta be ritage, Father, we’ll ever adorn 
ith em ae of beauty aos peace; 
O chasten and cleanse us, till we become pure, 
And grow with eternal increase. 


And then to thy honor we temples can build, 
Wherein thy pure Spirit can rei 

A clean habitation with holiness "a— 
All enmity there being slain. 

id sweet ae of p wien these temples 

a in thy knowledge oa hteo' id good, 
nd learn tha‘ us an 

Dealt out with a bounteous h gh 

We'll worship Th Father, on Zion’s h hills, 
Where beameth the Sun's golden om 

Our Heavenly Mother, so gentle and dear, 
Down in her low walleye we'll —. 

*Tis there her sweet voice, from the angelic spheres, 
In love’s soften’d tones we can hear; 


Like music it floats on each heaven-born breeze, 
And bringeth the sound of good cheer. 


The female Messiah in glory hath come, 
And now Lt ae Leagan indeed, 
A Paren ide us along, 


Abl end ait Lead. 


We'll saad in meekness, through Time’s shady 


e, 
To regions of beauty and | 
There, — > these Savi Ls , Heaven’s 


Shall = ‘eooenal delight. 
Through their holy unction, our souls have been 
raised 


From Nature’s dark, unhallow’d plane; 

We'll worship these powers, and bow at no shrine 
But that A the heavenly an: 

Our ‘isdom and Love, | 
They’re seated on Heaven's “ white throne ;” 

And down on the earth, so benighted and _ a 
Their wisdom and glory have shone. 


Thales Bepaere and cheer’d it with radiant 


Of kindness, affection, and love; 

And open’d the way of salvation and peace, 
Which leadeth to glories above 

Blest jana fraught with bliss and with blessings 


We're hast’ning to thy pure abod 
And, as we advance, we will loudly proclaim, 
Our FATHER and MoruEr are iy roe 


Jane Emily Smith, Mt. , Te 





SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Wii. begin January, 1873. When bound the paper 
makes a beautiful volume. 


OBITUARY. 
OU 

At Pleasant Hill, Ky., May 14, 1873, MaTILpA 
Runyon passed to her home in the spirit spheres 
to hear the sound well done; enter into rest! 
Also, 

Nancy LEAGvE, the 22d of same month, at the 
same place. 

Exiza RING, October, 1872, aged 98, at Alfred, Me. 

HARRIET WAKEFIELD, March, 1872, aged 71, at 
Alfred, Me. 

Lucy BEAN, June 24, 1878, aged 54, at Alfred, Me. 

SALLY Rice, June 14, 1878, aged 65, at Pleasant 
Hill, Ky. 

EMELINE 





CLARK, March 20, 1878, aged 79, at 
Watervliet; also, 





PATIENCE EARLE, June 17, 1878, aged 97. 
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LISTENING. 
—o— 

A Goon listener is a choice rarity. To listen like an Indian is an 
attainment—a perfection—which but few of the talking Anglo- 
Saxons ever reach. Stock-still is the position of a good listener— 
an attitude of humble, respectful attention. As a subsoiled soil will 
draw moisture from the atmosphere, so does a good listener, who is 
drained of the element of seif, absorb knowledge, and learn wisdom, 
from men, women, and children, in whom the egotist would be una- 
ware of its existence. 


COMMUNITY OF IDEAS. 


Why not have community of ideas, as well as community of goods, 
or a republic of letters? What have we in the realm of thought 
that we are certain is original? WhenI was young,I used to think 
there was much in my mental treasury that I could justly call my 
own — the result of my own labor. But, now that I am older, I am 
inclined to the opinion (which is knowledge in process of formation), 
that what I have is not my own, but owrs—the result of community 
of thought. 

We hear, and read, and think, and are subject to intuition and 
inspiration — the influx of ideas from other minds in the spirit land; 
how then can we say, this, and this, is mine/ Is it not safer to 
assume that all ideas, every thought we possess, is not mine, but ours; 
and that we have nothing but what we have received? This would 
leave us untrammeled, and free to appropriate every truth, and all the 
beautiful conceptions with which we may be favored to meet. 

My conclusion is, that in the Christ heavens self is not; that all 
thought is common property ; and individual identity, the degree and 
quality of Love seeking to confer the greatest possible amount of 
unalloyed happiness upon the greatest number. 


—— 


SHAKER VILLAGE, N. H. 
August 15th, 1873. 


To our dearly-beloved Gospel Friends, assembled at the 
Social Gathering, Canaan, N. Y. greeting: 


WE are again at our New Hampshire home in Canterbury, having 
arrived here all safe, about noon on the 13th inst., having, since leav- 
ing New Lebanon on the 6th, spent one day with our friends at Han- 
cock, and four days at Enfield, Conn. Common health and prosperity 
is found both at home and abroad, as far as we have extended our 
visits. 

We now have with us, Hider John Whiteley, of the Ministry, Har- 
vard, and Eldress Sophronia Ager, Julia Persons, and Rosa Morse, of 
the Church, Shirley, Mass. ey will remain here until the 20th, 
when they will visit Enfield, N. H., and we shall accompany them. 

Our interview with the Canaan Families, in connection with the 
North Family, at the North House, New Lebanon, on the 3d inst., is 
numbered, as one among the happiest seasons of our lives. The com- 
pany, the associations, the occasion, and the influences, were all beauti- 
ful, and will long be remembered. The rock was there smitten, and 
waters gushed out for our refreshment and a deeper baptism of love. 
We never think of that meeting, but to bless the hour and the com- 
pany composing the circle that ministered so effectually to our com- 
fort and strength. You are before us to-day, as then, a host from the 
heavens, blessing, and being blest. We again renew to you our kindest 
love, praying that the riches of the Gospel may be multiplied in your 
souis ; that, at this re, ou may enjoy a Pentecostal feast. 
As progression is the right of Soom, so we pray that increased light 
may be yours, and corresponding strength given for justification in all 
the acts of life. We want your emanations to better fit us for coming 
duties. May all Zion share in these influences; and, from the power 
of the redeeming qualities of the Gospel Institution, become a mightier 
power, and a greater praise in the earth. We pray God to smile upon 
your offerings, and strengthen you to the renewing of life, to the 
unfolding of more advanced truths, not only for the bettering of the 
condition of our own ranks by a higher resurrection, but for the eleva- 
tion of humanity as a whole. 


Abraham Perkins. 











VERY DEARLY LOVED GOSPEL FRIENDS, 


— j— 
How do you all do this lovely morning? Pleased to see you, goon 
Elder Frederick. Let us shake the friendly hand, my good Mother, 
Eldress Antoinette. Here, too, is Brother el, Sister Anna, and 
little Margaret, who so lately visited our people in Maine; feeling 
nicely, are you? Your hearts are all right I know; we love all our 
dear brethren and sisters, and take them right into our hearts to bless. 
This is a happy meeting, and kindles anew feelings of Gospel union 
and affection; and renews ties of friendship, which have for many 
years been too strong to be broken. 

A feeling of gratitude is awakened in my heart, to my Heavenl 
Father and Mother, for my early call to this self-denying Gospel, whi 
brings an abundance of peace, joy, and comfort, as a reward for the 
— that I have made, for the durable riches, the crown of life 
eternal. 

Two short years have passed, since I was favored to meet with you 
at your social feast, in the land of Canaan, where with you I gathered 
clusters of sweet grapes; thanks to you dear Gospel companions; 
they were happy moments; such social interblendi fill my soul 
with higher, holier thoughts and aspirations than could be enjoyed in 
the fine city halls of y (unless Shaker brethren and sisters were 
there). 

In spirit I often exclaim, Blessed is the Shepherd and Shepherdess 
of this lovely flock! and the sheep and lambs also, who obey of choice. 
Such are indeed “ the first-fruits unto God and the Lamb;” and, when 
brighter days shall shine upon us in the summer land, and the great 
jubilee of angel spirits commences with us there, we shall find this 
but a no that beautiful season, when all our inspira- 
tional feelings will be aroused, and the balmy air of Heaven will waft 
to us the realization of those inner joys and comforts we have so often 
anticipated here. 

Blessed pastime! away from the turmoils of ae life, and its 
toils; from the din of carriages filled with worldly-minded men and 
women, rolling along in the streets, seeking pleasure through vain 
fashion ; and, while they admit of every foolish thing, there is within 
their hearts an aching restless void, never filled, never satisfied ; while 
the true Believer, through the self-denying cross, has, at all times, a 
safeguard, and feels a holy calm. 

How holy the theme, to be learning to live the angel life, living in 
quietness and peace, forming a heaven here below, blessing and be 
blest. In all ourefforts to live the higher life, angels minister strengt 
and courage, to help us carry out so noble a purpose. To-day we will 
unite with you in every good determination, and in every resolve to 
be true disciples; and we will take you by the hand, and move with 
you; final redemption is our resolute strife; we will win the prize. 
And, should dark clouds gather, and for a time no silver lining be 
seen, we with you will stand firm and unshaken, frequently wething 
our spirits in the river Jordan, even as angels dip their robes. 

Hester Ann Adame, West Gloucester, Me. 


————¢——— 
DEARLY-BELOVED ELDER FREDERICK,—In the spirit of humility, 
feeling our incompetence to do justice to even our own thoughts and 
wishes, at this time, owing to the preparation necessary to be made by 
the writer for a journey to the two New Hampshire Societies, in com- 
pany with three of our sisters, to-morrow A. M. 

We would very briefly say: That we have great interest in your 
Social Gatherings. Would dearly love to drop in personally —as we 
shall certainly strive to in Spirit. Our love and sympathy will surely 
be there, rejoicing with you in the precious Gospel of salvation from 
sin; in the sweet hope that, at no great distance of time, it shall be 
extended in love and mercy to the needy sons and daughters of this sin- 
stricken world. i 

Consecrating anew (in union with you), our every faculty—our ali— 
to support, build up, and extend the truth of God, as revealed to us; 
loving, blessing, and, if need be, forgiving each other; that God may 
love, bless, and forgive us. 

May you realize abundant blessing,as we doubt not you will; and 
may the blessing go out, and be a power in the earth, to uplift, 
strengthen, and encourage the poor and needy ones outside, as well as 
inside our Zion, is the earnest prayer of our heart of hearts. 

With this accept the united love of the Ministry (we have nothing 
better to send). John Whiteley. 

—————t 


ANTICHRISTIAN Theology and Antichristian Infidelity are two ends of 
the same stick. Luther and Calvin founded,in blood, two antagonistic 
systems of Theology. Jefferson and Payne founded, in blood, an Infi- 
del Republic that separated Church and State; thus ending religious 


persecution, and proclaiming civil and religious liberty. 
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WELCOME TO THE NEW earennapend ON MINISTRY. 
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When the first soft flush of morn-ing Stole o’er the eas-tern sky, 
Now we hear the glad-some voi-ces From na-ture’s vast do-main ; 
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And the stars’ last gleams were fading From yon blue vault on high; 
They have caught the welcome cho-rus, fee ..¢ 


e-cho back the strain ; 
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The earth was robed in beau - ty, 
The trees with mu - sic trem-ble, The sunbeam glances tell 


Chorus. 





id i H 
Yet fair- er than its grace, 





O, wel-come! wel-come to our feast! On this fair haJ-low’d ground, From ev’ - ry heart re-spond-ing, Sweet wel-come echoes round. 


O, wel-come! wel-come we re-peat, Tocall yourbless-ingdown, Your lov-ing presence with us, Our feast with joy shall crown. 


Ap-pear’d to us the dear ones Whose p presence bless this place. 
Of the un-cloud-ed plea-sure That reigns where an-gels dwell. 













OUR MOTHER ANN. 
ie 


I sue her by the fo ink 

A guileless, thoug' fut Gu er ghia ; $ 
The glowing embers burning bright, 

Her meditations have pegull 
Sweet lessons from the Holy Writ, 

That on her heart ee made, 
Before her fancy swiftly flit, . 

In colors that will never fade. 


Afar she sees the falling a. 
On Noah’s lonely st 

Then views the cities o ey iain 
That would not to the warning hark. 


The youth that was to t sold 
The infant hid where rushes sigh 
And him whose innocence was bold, 
That softly answered, “‘ Here an: I. had 
Then comes the vision of that birth, 
Whose music seems her soul to thrill. 
Whee, an 1 hosts its sang, “‘ Peace on eart! arth, a 
ay Oe and to man, good 
one on her’s business bent, 
Sat with the Doctors of the Law, 
To question them, with mind intent 
On truth that they but dimly saw. 


In him it was a quicken’d seed 

That yet would yield its hundred-fold, 
*T was his to fill its utmost meed, 

And still a higher life unfold. 
And when that - outh return’d to grow 

sa favor _ oth God and Smee, 

past to him was all aglow 
With 1 types of God’s great future plan. 


Bat whose childhood now we trace, 
Rose like a star above the sea, 

To usher in ‘the day of grace, 
The Heavenly Mother’s majesty. 

Shere ont the Ages in their pride, 


of ona — e a 
at shop ¢ of enied 
rowens 3 should be won, 


at 
Aad till the La his —— to fail, 
In all attempts to free the race, 
And know that he could not prevail, 
Till woman held her rightful place. 


Earth needed «ual heart and brain, 
To learn the song that Heaven sings, 
To echo the melodious strain, 


‘Te deal with on ey and with sin, 
The See 's inmost vail to reach, 

And there disclose the Ghoul withia. 
It needed one whose went’s soul 

Could sorrow with a tender grief, 
Of whom the Christ could take control, 

And make a fountain of relief. 


And she was called in early da 
Not by loud thunders from a’ ve, 
ye L. he “still small voice” that stays 
ng the elements of love. 
—_— - her lowly home she grew. ; 
"Neath Heavy’n’s watchful angels’ care, 
And spoke far wiser than she knew, 
And pray’d the soul-redeeming prayer. 
No human heart could hers sustain, 
Though like a fruitful vine she clung, 
Or lonely wept and strove in pain, 
While yet her wondrous life was young. 


When persecution’s demon-band 

Made dark the passwar Ces she trod, 
She turned her eyes om’s land, 

For she was serving Taqoten aS God. 
Oh, had that land ing part rece 

The saving truth her spirit ion 
No war nor slavery would have grieved 

Its vast domain from shore to shore. 
But on its soil the tree of life 

Was planted, and beneath its shade 
We have a home with blessings rife. 

A home her faithful children made. 


We bate bor sane wee th us here 
And His whose holy love she found; $ 
Our Heavenly Parents, blest and dear. 
Are with us, and our feast te crown'd. 


Cecelia De Vyr. 





BELOVED FRIENDS, 


THREE years have pons ass’d since last I + 
With you upon this hallow’d ground, 
And, while there’s much that I re _ 
My heart with —,* aboun 
That I am favor’d still to be 
Number’d among =e good and true, 
Who live for God and purity, 
And Wisdom’s holy way pursue. 
And as I look ——— La oy, 
Upon this smil: ing Ppy nd, 
Whose time and ne they employ, 
With consecrated heart and hand. 
I miss the dear and much-loved forms, ° 
Who often with us gather'd here, 
Their voices tuned to heavenly son 
Our souls to bless, our hearts to cheer. 


But I would not of this complain, 

Or even wish it were not Ld $ 
Nor selfishly call back aga‘ 

Those who have min gled “dust to dust. 
And others have obey’d the call 

To go to new and distant fields, 
ba any they, by sacrifice and toil, 

May help move on Progression 

Such souls are worthy of all ay 

And will be bless’d from spheres ‘above; 3 
To God my aspirations rise, 

To crown them with his ap Ao and love. 
And some with quiet gent 

Whose looks bespeak a joining true, 
I never here before have seen, 

Most gladly do I meet with you. 


J know that Mother loves and folds 

The tender lambs beneath her care ; 
That Father in affection holds 

All those who live for work and prayer. 
For, in this day, when sin abounds, 

And passion seems to rule the hour, 
How few do seek Mount Zion’s ground 

To learn her laws, and feel their power. 


All such are welcome to the feast 
Our loving nts have prepared ; 
 ~ - they withhold unto the least, 
one their goodness share. 
That - God is Love”’ no one can doubt, 
Assembled in this grove to-day: 
That we ’re encircled all about 
With love, it does indeed portray. 
The ground arranged with taste, so neat, 
The ca above our heads¢ 
Our ample board, full and complete, 
By ead 2 hands prepared and spread. 
The reading and the speaking too, 
Like “‘ golden apples” on us fall: 
Appropriate subjects, choice and new, 
Wore nteresting to us all. 


ope and music, both 
blend 


Lifting our — above Coen earth 
To angel spheres we can 
a best of all — (delightful iI thought) 
r Gospel Parents with us meet — 
with love | blessing richly fraught ; 
This fills our hearts with joy replete. 
Receive my love, my thanks sincere, 
For my blest privilege here to-day ; 
With you ll toil and persevere, 
Ry ife’ fas ns! sands shall wear away. 
Canaan’s shore, 
Ath ot toy of tabernacles ” keep, 
With Gospel kindred gone before, 
And an eternal harvest reap. 


Rhoda R. Hollister. 


—_._———— 
Agi: in this beautiful grove, 
have met for our annual! feast, 

And thither the angels have come, 

To + and our joy to increase. 
bey <5 Parents our welcome shall feel ; 

Our measure is fill’d with pare lo love, 

And thankfully here we shall pledge 

Our spirits in union to move. 
We ask of the treasures you bear, 

To strengthen yo covenant made; 
Then, every effort f: 4 

Shall be with a bless: ng repaid. 


Fannie Tyson. 


a 





s wheels. 








PRESENTED ON A CARD 
IN FORM OF A HEART. 
I’Lu write pe Py heart the words 
Of chastity and love, 

And gather Nome, unto their strength, 
The “‘ pure, white-breasted Dove. 
a is this Pshall be ray golden theme, 

'o stre en all my toil: 
To. weaken every at of sin 
That round its life would coil. 
The fire of purity and truth 
Shall glow with radiance there, 
And stir ann & ny = of faith 


And, when ood angel ing fingers touch 
The one chords of love, 

The notes within my heart 
Shall their with theirs above. 

Through holy e yh thus I’ll form 
A pe place for t 

And grow into a life of God, 
In everlasting h. 

This is my off’ hong simple, true, 
An emblem of a heart ; 

And every promise traced thereon 
Shall strength to me impart. 


Charlotte Byrdsall. 


—_——_—_+—___—_ 


Amy. =- 
° How brilliant is the ott of day, 


Continually it give 
The glowing light, ona heated ray, 
which creation lives 
How vast it is, how great its worth! 
Yet some have been so wise 
As to compare it with the earth, 
And tell us just its size. 


- (12) — 
Yea, I have heard a mention’d too, 
it tis so great to te 

More than a million worlds like this, 
(If I remember well ;) 

Some thousand 4 it would take 
Four hundred, seventy-two, 

A body like the sun to make: 
Though wondrous, it is true. 


Nellie. (1) — 


*T is very strange about the sun, 
y so, I cannot think ; 
But when I look toward it, 
How fast it makes me wink. 
It is so very dazzling bright, 
And yet so far from me, 
Those who live upon the sun, 
I should not think could see. 


Amy — 


Well, how that is Z bya say, 
mS have it yet to le 
a te the lenneint om sunshine bright, 
thoughts I often turn ; 
wit out ite Ly ad ry b plensant showers, 


o fru Fultege w ppear, 
And this d Sentral home of — 
Would soon be dark and 


= would be a never-ending night, 
And soon we all should die, 
For every thing that liveth 
Doth on the sun rely; 


Then will we not more thankful be, 
And love its cheerin light ? 
sem 


For health and stren if dail 
And makes our soins bri 
By three oan Canaan. 


__ 
WHEN enraptured with the sound of poetry 


which breaks like silvery music u 


m our ear, 


what beauty, what loftiness of thought and 
feeling comes to us through the unwritten 
musical creation of worlds on worlds, pointing 
us to the Supreme Ruler and Law-Giver, who 
holds and directs them in their course, and 
causes them to move in harmony like one 
great musical instrument ; each key sounding 
its note in its proper time and place! ©, B 









































SHAKERESS. 3 





DEARLY-BELOVED IN THE LORD: 
Precious Brethren and Faithful Sisters, I have come for the pur- 
= of enjoying a rich feast of heavenly union with you to-day; and 
stand before you as a little child, asking your blessing for myself 
and Ligne I would drink with you from the fountain of inspiration 
which is deep and inexhaustible, that my soul may be filled with the 
love that perisheth not, but which abideth forever. The songs of 
Zion, sung by the good and true, are always inspiring tome. I would 
have a part with the children of the resurrection, those who have risen 
above dead works, and who, by a life of self-denial, watchfulness, and 
prayer, have gained the victory ; and, if I live as they have lived, and 
walk as they have walked, I feel sure of reaping the same reward. 
Accept heartfelt thanks for the welcome which you have extended 
to absent friends who have come to visit you in spirit to-day; and, in 
return, we would extend love and blessing in full measure to each 
brother and sister. The Lord promised, by an ancient Prophet, that 
in the latter day he would fill his house with glory, and open anew 
his fountains of eternal truth; even so it is, oo so let it be. Price- 
less gems shall be added unto you whoare already numbered as jewels 
in our Father and Mother’s house, and blessing shall rest upon you a 
hundred fold. 

Take cou and be strong, young brethren ; let us fight the good 
fight of faith manfully, and falter not, nor w weary of well-doing. 

e who putteth his hand to the plow, and looketh back, is not fit for 
that glorious kingdom which is to be our inheritance. If we lay hold 
on eternal life, we may claim every blessing that was ever promised to 
the children of God, and the whole army of the Lord will be on our 
side ; but,if we retreat from the ranks, we shall be counted as traitors 
and cowards —a name which any young man of honor would despise. 

I promise you, as brother Daniel Offord (who recently visited us) 
said, “I will stand up like a man, and lay down my life—a selfish gen- 
erative life — for the cause ;” and, like you, my beloved brother, I will 
gain the beautiful ga of humility and child-like simplicity, which 
adorn every faithful follower of Christ. 

I give my hand as a pledge, to each brother, that I will endure unto 
the end. will sow to the spirit that I may reap life everlasting. 
I am thankful for the Gospel of salvation ; and it gives me great joy to 
know that I have a Heavenly Mother, and dear Gospel sisters, whose 
gentle tones of love are so wisely calculated to subdue that proud, 
ambitious nature, so strong in man. I have heard that voice, and it 
has been a blessing to me. I ask your prayers, and will forever 
remain your brother in the truth. 

John B. Vance, Alfred, Me. 
> 
BELOVED ELDERS: 

I ADDRESS you all unitedly as one, because I have reason to believe 
you have one Faith, one Lord, and one Baptism; and that you are 
unitedly striving, according to your several gifts, to build up the cause 
of Truth, Purity, and Holiness among your fellow-beings. And such 
as can truly appreciate your labors of love, and the deep solicitude you 
feel for an increase into the higher life of all souls committed to your 
charge, cannot but love, respect and reverence you, for your work’s 
sake. Notas lords over God’s heritage, but as examples to the flock, 
in meekness and Christ-like humility. 


The world are accustom’d to bow . 
To men of ambition and pride; 
But who shall be reverenced now, 
The Gospel alone must decide ; 
For he that would stand in the lead 
In this Dispensation, must know, 
That he is the greatest, indeed, 
Who is the most humble and low. 


That you, beloved Elders, may have health and strength to perform 
the many arduous duties devolving upon you, and be the faithful 
medium through whom the Divine Spirit may bring many souls to 
feel the blessings of this heart-cleansing, sin-consuming work, and 
be your Epistle read and known of all men, is the sincere desire and 


prayer of your aged brother, Richard Bushnell, 


(near 82 years of age.) 


My DEAR GOSPEL FRIENDS: 


I HAVE come here to-day, with the expectation of taking much com- 
fort, and solid satisfaction, in a legitimate way ; and, while desirous of 
receiving all the good compatible with my profession as a Believer, I 
also wish to contribute to the comfort of all who have come to spend this 
day for like purposes. But Ishall not attempt to go beyond my depth ; 
for I know it is dangerous for an individual, who is not a swimmer, to 

into deep water; hence, I shall confine myself within my sphere, or 
imit. 

I purpose saying a few words on FRIENDSHIP. Many essays have 
been written on this good and grand theme, that have done great good 
in the world of mind, and still the subject is far from being exhausted. 
Can we buy true friendship with gold, or silver, or by flattery? Nay; 
those are not the agencies by which we obtain so desirable a treasure. 
True friendship comes from mutual sacrifices; for the law of compen- 
sation is as immutable and eternal asGod Himself We cannot think, 
feel, or act justly and righteously, without its redounding to our good ; 
neither can we do the contrary, but we feel the result of law trans- 
gressed. When we sow wheat, do we not expect wheat inreturn? Obvi- 
ously, wheat is the legitimate product. And if we sow the seed of vir- 
tue, then weshall have peace and happiness as our reward; for, as surely 








as the day follows the night,and winter succeeds the summer, so shall 
we all reap what we sow. As virtue cannot be bought with gold, 
so neither can true and lasting a It is nota marketable com- 
modity; and we cannot procure it, without giving an equivalent in 
kind. Let us not forget to mete out to others just the kind of spirit 
that we wish to receive in return; do good for the sake of the good, 
regardless of the smiles or frowns of others, and we shall in nowise 
lose our reward. Virtuous acts are SELF-epproved. God and his 
Angels bless them, and good men and women rejoice in them. 

me persons are so inherently selfish, that every thing must be made 
subservient to their low and morbid desires, otherwise they are in a 
state of unrest; they cannot see others in the enjoyment of any good, 
without envious feelings. Not so the unselfish soul. The large hearted 
individual feels a degree of satisfaction in seeing others the recipients 
of good, that those who are sordidly selfish cannot feel. Then, with 
uplifted voice, my choral song this day shall be, Friendship and Frater- 
nity! All hail the t Brotherhood and Sisterhood developed here 
on the broad basis of Liberty, Justice, and Equality ! 


I was weary, and a place I sought. 
Where rest and T could find; 
from hallow’d deeds outwrought, 
That purif2s and lifts the mind 
Above all selfish aims and thoughts. 


The gilded words of cant or praise 
May from a treacherous heart outflow ; 
But friendship true — a treasure rare — 
Is what I sought to feel and know, 
And wealth of consecration share. 


Meng have tried to find this prize 
(With which to serve some selfish end) 
But found it not; nor could they rise 
Into the sphere where love divine 
Controls the innocent and wise. 


If ask’d, where I have found this gem, 
So beautiful, so and rare; 
I answer, Tis ease obtain’d; 
If we the cross of Christ will bear, 
True, lasting friendship we shall gain. 


—_—_+___—_ 


VISION. 
—o— 
GOSPEL FRIENDS: 
I RECALL to mind many pleasant seasons enjoyed with you at our Annual 
Social ng, and have always looked forward with 4 easurable antici 
tions for the recurrence thereof. It is with regret, at the present time, that 
I realize that my health will not admit of my attendance at a feast alwa 
fraught with blessings for soul and body. Yet will I participate with you 
spirit, and gather strength from the living faith and goodness that shall be 
manifest in your midst. And here pee low me to add a brief communica- 
tion received on the evening of the fifth of August, from a departed sister, as 
to me as though a mortal was conversing with me. 

We had just retired from a spiritual meeting, satiated with the good 
things of the Spirit; refreshing, soul-cheering, and invigorating were the 
influences that descended upon us from the angel spheres. e felt the 
breezes of heavenly life, and were moved as leaves in the wind, or as “ willows 
by the water courses;” there were “ divers operations, but all of the same 

oly Spirit.” One of the sisters ministered the power, under the divine influ- 
ence, and said that she heard the winds of heaven moving the forests of the 
spirit land. The meeting room was immediately filled with a heavenly power. 
and all felt that we were indeed blessed. The same magnetism permea 
the whole dwelling. Eldress Antoinette remarked after meeting: “I never 
realized such a spiritual atmosphere as fills our house to-night ;” and she 
continued, “ Sisters, you must rest in it.’’ After retiring, I rela) into a 
state of mental composure, but was not asleep, when I sensibly felt the poser 
ence, and saw the spirit of Sister Miranda Barber. She addressed me thus: 
re J nave come with a message from Mother Ann,” the substance of which was 
as follows: 

“Brethren and sisters, the testimony of the Gospel (with which. you are 
blest), will never be destroyed. Individuals may fail in fulfilling their call to 
this work, and Zion’s numbers be even less than now; but the faithful 
remnant will be more pores for good than all the kingdoms of the earth. 
Those who endure in the contest for the maintenance of righteousness and 
truth, will have a mighty struggle; tribulation and suffering of soul awaits 
them; yet God will hold them as in the hollow of His hand, guarded and Shed 
tected ; and they will shine brighter than the stars in the firmament, and be 
as magnets to draw truth-loving, sin-sick souls home to God. 

“T would say to Elder Frederick, Eldress Antoinette, and their co-labor- 
ers, toil on, with renewed strength and courage, feeling that God’s blessing 
attends your consecrated labors in the cause of truth; your unselfish devo- 
tion to the good of humanity, will yet be crowned with the fullness of {°F 
and the fruition of hope. Those who have advanced in redemption’s work in 
the spirit world, bless and strengthen you; for you are a blessing in Zion; 
and we are bound to support all such. And, brethren and sisters Pony an 
faithful in duty), you are called upon to aid and sustain them ; hold up their 
hands when w ; help them in their cares and burdens, for they are 
anointed of God, His chosen wipnensen, lant watchmen, stand on the 
walls of. Mount Zion, speaking the word of the Lord, administering the testi- 
mony of Christ’s Appearing, which isthe truth unto life eternal to 
those who receive it.” 

Here the message ended, the spirit spoke a few kindly words, and I was 
aroused to consciousness, and found myself among terrestrial things ; but not 
without a full impression of the vision on my mind. “It tarried” with me, 
and I have written it, hoping it may be accepted as my offering for our pre- 
cious feast ; with it, asking a place in the remembrance of Gospel friends. 

Rhoda Offord. 
—_———_4—___— 


GATHER UP THE FRAGMENTS. 


—p— 
WE live in a day when there is almost a miraculous profusion of 
knowledge, pouring forth from the press, from those who run to and 
fro, and from those who are called to instruct. Amidst all this profu- 
sion, I hear the call, ringing in my spirit ears, “Gather up the frag- 
ments.” 

The object of gathering up the fragments of bread and fish, was, 
that they might be used on a future occasion to help to sustain life, by 
being incorporated into the bodies of men and women. Knowledge, if 
not incorporated into habits of life, is to us lost. 

The higher departments of knowledge include, first, the laws of 
health and nutrition. Second, morals and manners. Third, the truths 
appertaining to the higher life — the life of God. 
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» sin. (i.) “Those who 
” (@) Third, a life of purity, peace, and 
heart.” (i.) 

this day of profusion, “gather up the 
; Let your souls be alive, and awake to 
the slightest movement of the ons of your lower natures; keep 
them in the light—kill evil inthe germ. The farmer, when he turns up 
the soil, kills unprofitable weeds, and, at the same time, admits the 
air to quicken the inert soil, and the sunshine to warm into life the 
precious grains, So we, in harrowing up the old man and woman, 
admit the breathi of our heavenly Parents, and the sunshine of 
their presence crea’ us anew in their own likeness. It is for you 
to b forth not only Pentecostal gifts, but also to destroy the works 
of the devil in yourselves. Wisdom is profitable to direct. D. F. 


A CONVERSATION, 


i 


| 
F 





Eivan LEAVENWORTH 
Mary Barnum, and 
Saran J. BURGER. 


Catharine—Another year of our earthly pilgrimage has passed since 
we met on this consecrated heaven-blest spot, to partake 
(unitedly) of the spiritual, intellectual, and temporal fruits which are 
The verdure which then robed the vegetable 
form. Earth hath slumbered long, wrapt in a 
snowy mantle, and again been renewed from her hidden source of 
wealth by active but unseen agencies. 

Lowisa — And no less change has been vee in the spiritual 
elements. Our souls have oft been refreshed by living water-brooks, 
and the bread that je per life-everlasting ; and I hope we can all 
feel that, through and aspiration, we have woven new and purer 
robes for our spirits. 

Martha—I hope we can realize an increase ; for what should be the 
or of our lives, unless by successive ste in truth, we climb the 
r which extends from an earthly to a spiritual sphere? 


Hloah — For this purpose we are called to the Gospel work, wherein 
our opportunities for developing all our better faculties are very great. 
But underlying the spiritual growth, and every true reform, is a law, 
the transgression of which, is manifest in the diseased, dwarfed, and 
degenerate beings which ple the earth. This law is Physical 
Health ; a diseased and enfeebled body cannot be the tabernacle of a 
sound and healthy mind. 


Mary —Do you think this rale universal? We are acquainted 
with some, of uncommon spiritual and mental culture, who often suffer 
from infirmity; and again, we notice those whose physical 
a is powerful, but who manifest only the inferior qualities 

mind. 

Hioah — That may be true. With many, infirmities are hereditary ; 
and, where such strive to rise above and outgrow them by righteous 
living, they attain strength of spirit— power of mind— which they 
otherwise could not, while in the contrary practices which have their 
inevitable effects. However, the fact is not altered, that the mind, 
which is _— acting through the brain, is, in a ter or less degree, 
enfeebled by disease. Can the germ of the most Peantifal tree, planted 
in an unhealthful soil, expan 
under conditions congenial to its growth? or, can the mind, while sub- 
ject to morbid matter, unfold in the same perfection and spiritual 
energy, as when the channels of life to both are unimpaired, and all 
the functions of mind and matter work harmoniously together, which 
are the only conditions of real health? 

Mary —I think not. 


Sarah— We need but glance upon the progressive dispensations 
of God’s work with man, to see how tenportent a = sheutenl foun- 
dation was considered by the Creator, for the development of the spir- 
itual faculties. We trace the history of the Jews, the then chosen 

le of God, and perceive how thoroughly they were educated by 
tutelary divinities adapted to their conditions in every particular, relat- 
ing to the laws of life while on the mundane sphere. 


Catharine— That is true; and Christianity should rest upon 
Judaism. Jesus, in whom was exhibited a mind so fine and well 
monized, united to a ig erage physique, was the fruit of an- 

who, for generations , had very closely observed the 
statutes given through Moses. And it was the Jews who, in that 
sacredly-remembered Pentecostal day, received the mighty outpouring 
of divine inspiration from the Christ heavens that baptized them into 
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in equal beauty and vigor, as where | 








that pure, unselfish love which they actualized in a universal brother- 
hood in a epmarentiosie prio: community of tem and tual 
blessing, with a Virgin Life basis, forming the Je urch, 

Louisa — The discipline to which the Israelites had so many years 
been subject, them to be the mediums of this influx of 
advanced truth. e Gentiles could not have received it,as is shown 
in succeeding history. We have abundant evidence, that practical 
— must have a foundation in a system of physiology which gives 

ith to body and mind. Agriculture, in its various and interesting 
branches, should be the Christian’s employment. 

EHlwah—Our beautiful home, from which we view the wood- 
land hills, so lovely to behold, the ie | meadows, and extended 

ens, all teeming with the fruits of well-cultured soil, witness to 

e truth of your statement. And also, the durable, commodious, and 

well-preserved buildings ; the many ornamental and fruit-bearing trees 

which shade our common walks; and the surrounding orchards, so 

nicely pruned, yielding luxuriantly ; all speak praise to those whose 

love and consecration to God and humanity have established this home, 
whose doors are ever open to seekers after truth. 

Martha — It certainly is a true religion that provides so bountifully 
for the wants of all, knowing no distinction save goodness; and we, 
who enjoy so blessed a heritage, should prove our gratitude by fully 
dedica: all the energies of our being to retain the wealth, temporal 
and spiritual, which has already been accumulated, raising the stand- 
ard of truth still higher; but, to do this, we must have health. 

Sarah— As the subject of physiology is so importantly connected 
with our well-being, and the accompl ent of our highest aims, 
would it not be well to give it more thought,—discover the cause of 
disease, that we may avoid its effects? First, Is its origin physical or 
spiritual ? 

Louisa —“ The spirit world is a world of causes; this, of effects.” 
Mind is the primal cause of all material existence. Our physical being 
is in every way subservient to the spirit that animates it; therefore 
the origin of is — It is through the mind that we learn 
the laws of our physical being; and through ignorance, and the per- 
verted appetites of the mind, these laws are transgressed. 

Mary —It was an adage among the Spaniards, that “a man was 
ether physiologist or a fool,” ‘ivlie that every rational person 
would cuier the rules of health to be a study of the first importance. 

Catharine — The practical effects of such an idea, would soon dis- 

nse with the great system of doctors, and all their poisonous drugs. 
his once abolished, and the universal acknowledgment that all sick- 
ness is the effect of sin, we should then only take the position which 
the Jews occupied over three thousand years ago. They had no order 
of physicians, made no provision for sickness, and consequently had 
very little to bear, and the few who were so unfortunate, were looked 
upon as in disgrace, and were denied the privileges of the rest, till 
restoration was made through the priesthood. 

Eloah — It is evident that, with such a standard, ter care would 
be taken by all, to preserve health. We should be more particu- 
lar to adapt our clothing to the changing atmosphere ; more willing to 
deny our abnormal appetites of injurious food, and irregular habits ; 
and should never be guilty of throwing away the best portion of wheat 
(the most precious of cereals), in which is contained every element of 
vegetable and animal existence. 

Sarah — Which is the most valuable part? 

Martha— The inner and outer bran, in which is contained, brain, 
nerve, and bone-making material. Next the bran, is gluten, the flesh- 
forming element, and the inner substance is starch, consumed in 
breat . The practice of living upon bread made of superfine 
flour, and often adulterated with carbonate of soda, and other poisons, 
which cannot assimilate with the blood, is one great cause of the degen- 
erate physical conditions, so prevalent. 

Mary — And we may add, deteriorated mental state ; and quite an 
important question is, Does the mind, injured and weakened by a 
disordered state of the earthly tenement, recover from this, by a sepa- 
ration therefrom ? 

Louisa—I should think not, reasoning on the ground, that the 
origin of this derangement is mental, and that development depends 
upon the same laws in future as in present existence. And we have 
reason to believe, that any habits, or desires, cultivated in this life, 
remain as strong when the spirit is severed from its material form. 
Thus we see the importance of strictly observing all the laws of our 
being, physical, mental, moral and spiritual. “Every sin, is an act of 
suicide.” In God alone is life. 

Sarah— We believe that all the spiritual gifts of the Primitive 
Church, will be restored to God’s —_ in the present day. Many of 
them we do receive, but why, if health is so necessary for the recep- 
tion and enjoyment of the Gospel, doesn’t the gift of healing have 
more place among us? 

Catharine — We must remember that the dawn of only the second 
of the seven cycles of p in the Church of the Millennium is 
opening upon us. We of the Gentile Church, do not yet hold that 
relation to the Jewish Church in the spirit world, by which the gift of 
healing can be administered ; for as yet we are unable to receive the 
word, “ Go and sin no more.” 

Elwah — With these conclusions, we will unitedly determine to 
live righteously, in full comprehension of the word. We have been 
called before the blight of a worldly life had cast its impress on our 
spirits, and ere the sun of advancing years had wiped away the dews 
of youth, to a life in which we may find celestial birth to all the 
faculties of mind and soul; and let us improve this most precious 
opportunity. 
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All —I will. 

Catharine —Surely the lines have fallen to us in pleasant places. 
We are surrounded by a sphere of purity; overshadowed by the pro- 
tecting wings of spirit guides; connected, socially and spiritually, 
with those whose lives comport with Christian principles, and whose 
influence is a continual impetus to our upward growth. In Zion there 
is a standard raised, by which we may know whether we are upon 
the rock of eternal truth, and are actuated by pure motives, with this 
motto clearly graven on the tablets of our hearts, “ Do right for the 
sake of right.” 

Louisa — This, I believe, is the only safe ground. While thus 
established, the storms of adversity may gather around, and the bil- 
lows of affliction roll over us, but can never remove our foothold. 


Mary — We should bear in mind, that with all these advantages 
our own exertions must be combined. We are weaving the web of 
life ; every thought and action, add threads thereto; may these be sin- 
less and spotless, blending in the soft shades of innocence and love; 
for just as we are, the angels view us. 

Catharine — The presence of this truth in our hearts will be a 
safeguard to our motives, and cause us to appreciate more the time 
measured to us on earth. A deed cannot be undone; an unkind 
word cannot be recalled; a moment once lost, is ever lost! Eternity 
is long; but time is precious, because the gift of a wise and merciful 
Creator; a season in which we may prepare for the society of heaven- 
born souls; an opportunity in which to sow the seeds, whose harvest 
shall yield to us eternal joy; or, if we so unwisely choose, with 
vision blinded to true happiness in present existence, and to our ever- 
— weal, we may use our earth-life as the nursery to inferior 
groveling desires, perverting the faculties of our souls and the forces 
of nature; burying the germs of divinity deeply beneath their nox- 
ious soil, which will necessarily cause long years of deep sorrow, and in- 
tense struggling, before we can rise into the pure, solar light of heaven. 


Sarah — This sad picture shall never be the reflection of our lives. 
We will closely guard the avenues through which foreign, subtle 
powers would enter and possess our souls. 


Mary — How may these inroads of the mind, be securely defended ? 


Martha — By giving conscience the throne in our hearts, yieldin 
ready ascent to the sceptre she sways, that we may not form bad 
habits, especially in morals, for these, like little rills, small in their 
beginnings, swell in their onward course, and are frequently supplied 
by other tributaries, till that which a very little effort at first might 
— ——— or turned into another channel, becomes a power uncon- 
trollable. 


Sarah—It is wise to thus reflect ; and encouraging, to know that 
fixed principles in virtue, open equally the flood-gates of the mind to 
divine influences, which illuminate the understanding, accelerate 
growth in angelic life, and give birth to holier, loftier aspirations. 


Louisa—It is evident that the spiritual quickens the mental, 
because, in the higher life, with Eternal Progress our watchword, 
nothing in our lives need conflict with, or impede, the inflowing of 
truth. The natural is ever the basis: for the spiritual, and we find in 
the progress of the Gospel-work, that simple, unperverted science, 
and religion, abide together in peace. The purer our lives, the closer 
our relation will be, and the better mediums we become, to the impres- 
sions of spirits who possess the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 
hid in Christ. 

Mary—Jesus and Ann Lee were the first-born among many 
brethren and sisters in the new and spiritual creation; they were, in 
the usual acceptation of the term, uneducated, yet their perceptions of 
divine truths were lucid; and, through the gift of revelation, they 
were able to penetrate the depths of human loss, and establish a sys- 
tem, through which mankind might find deliverance and redemption 
therefrom. 

Wonderful indeed are the accomplishments in the scientific world. 
Astronomers bring the heavens near them, and describe, with accuracy, 
the course of tiny stars which spangle eternal space. The subtle 
electric fluid serves man in conveying his thoughts momentarily to 
almost any part of the civilized world. Geologists read the age and 
history of the earth, from the pebbles on the seashore ; and tell of her 
mighty upheavals and convulsions, from the silent rocks, which lay 
imbedded in her bosom, 

Many other achievements, equally remarkable and useful, might be 
mentioned ; but none that could begin to compare, in importance and 
blessing to the human race, with the revealments of heavenly truth, 
of which the unlettered, but spirtually-taught, Jesus and Ann were 
mediums. ; 

Martha —It is right for us to cultivate our intellectual faculties 
well; for the mind is the garden of the soul. But we should never 
permit them to supplant the spiritual, which are higher, and should 
control our whole being. 

Catharine — The civilized world at present holds forth great ad- 
vantages, for intellectual attainments, and the acquirement of exten- 
sive scientific knowledge ; but (generally speaking) how destitute of the 
true moral and religious element is the human race to-day ; and why? 
Because of the strong tendency to sensual indulgences. While the 
body is fed and reared on various mixtures and compounds, pleasing 
to the taste (which are not only injurious, but result in premature 
death), the mind also demands and creates a literature and theology 
corresponding ; with which society is filled, and we witness the result. 
Restless, pleasure-seeking (but not pleasure finding), demoralizing, 
soul-stultifying, conditions are produced ; showing that, as the body is 
diseased in itself and its appetites, so is the mind, of which we have 
been speaking. Of the fashions ip dress, and other foolish and sinful 
customs, we need say but little; they speak for themselves. 








Sarah— O the contrast! I exclaim, as I compare the conditions of 
those to whom you have just alluded, with the privileges we enjoy. 
While they walk the broad road of self-indulgence and self-destruc- 
tion, which leads down to the depths of misery and woe, every step of 
which ~ must retrace oo suffering ; we are living for eternity, 
treading the narrow path of se)f-denial, which is strewn with pearls of 
wisdom, and gems of truth, and leads ever upward to the realms of 
purity and light ;— to the Source of immortal wealth! 


Elwah— No system, nor society, affords such opportunities for 
spirtual development as a Shaker community ; and certainly nothing 
is so desirable or necessary as soul culture. Therefore let us conse- 
crate our lives anew to God, and make a covenant with Him, by the 
willing sacrifice of all that would intercept our communion with the 
inmates of celestial spheres. Let our aspirations reach upward, that 
we may quaff freely from the living fountains of inspiration, which 
gush forth from their eternal Source of truth. And to these, our loved 
and faithful Parents, and to all, to whom we are indebted for the bles- 
sings we share, may the blossoms of our spring time, be a prophecy 
of fruit perfected in a life wrought in Christ. 

Louisa — This shall be our aim. 

N.B. The above Conversation originated exclusively with, and was spoken 
(not read) by, the young Sisters whose names are thereto affixed. 
> 


INDIAN CELIBATES. 


—o- 

THE question has often been asked, “ Are there any celibates among 
the Indians?” 

From the most remote period to which their traditional history 
extends, there has been a class of prophets among the Indians. They 
have always been held in great reverence by the tribes, and regarded 
as having special intercourse with the Great Spirit, and as receiving 
gifts from Him not granted to others of the race. They are celibates, 
and live retired from the others, in a separate lodge, in the depths of 
the forest, and in a great measure sway the destinies of the nation. 
Chiefs and warriors all bow to their behests as to the voice of the 
Great Spirit. They are believed to have great influence with all good 
and bad spirits; and that they can send blessings on the heads of all 
those for whom they invoke them; that they can give them success 
in hunting and fishing, prevent disease, accidents, and disasters, and 
grant success and victory over enemies, and that they can also, if their 
counsels are not obeyed, smite with sickness and famine, send a wind 
to break the fisher’s nets in pieces, and send their deadly influence 
through the air in such a way that all the wild beasts will flee from 
the hunting grounds, and leave the hunter to return faint and unsuc- 
cessful from the chase to his starving ones at home. 

Some of them are believed to hold intercourse with the dead, and 
have deposited in their wigwam, the skeleton of some wise man of the 
tribe who has passed away, which skeleton they consult with unearthly 
mutterings, heard by the frightened women and children outside, who 
speak of it in whispers one to another, and which are listened to with 
awe and reverence by the warriors and old men of the tribe. 

Such an one accompanied Black Hawk, and held him in his power, 
and urged him into his disastrous war with the whites, promising 
him success, which never came. Hence he was ever afterward, called 
the “ Lying Prophet.” 

There are also prophetesses; they are celibates, and preside at the 
Mitawa, or Sacred Dance. It is their office to bless the worshipers, 
more especially those who have held out longest in the dance; for 
such are considered as having special strength given them by the 
Great Spirit. The prophetess places her hands on their heads, while 
they kneel before her, and invokes a blessing on them ; she also chants 
a song of thanksgiving for the gift of strength which they have re- 
ceived from the good Spirit. They believe themselves strengthened 
by the ministration received through her invocation, and go forth pre- 
pared to fight the battle against Mujimanito the Spirit of Evil, and 
the whole class of lesser evil spirits; for the Indians believe there is 
an evil spirit for every crime, and for every disease incident to the 
human frame. There are very many of these evil spirits. They be- 
lieve the spirit of Lying is a miserable little hobgoblin, with sharp, 
crooked talons, and beak like that of an eagle, who skulks into 
the wigwam, and whispers into the ears of children, also of adults, and 
tempts them to tell lies. Theft they believe is a still more abomin- 
able little imp, with cunning, sneaking face, and eyes like those of a 
snake, who hides himself in a corner of the wigwam, and tempts 
foolish ones to steal; also that sickness is produced by evil spirits 
entering into any one, and producing pain and terrible distress, which 
can only be cast out by invocation, and help from the good spirits. 

These prophetesses also live in solitary wigwams, in a remote part 
of the forest, and are consecrated to a celibate life. 

Traveling one day, in the region that lies north from Lake Superior, 
I suddenly struck upon a “agg that led to a solitary lodge that had 
over the door the sign of the white dove, or pigeon, the emblem of a 
prophetess. I entered it, and found, seated within, a very aged 
woman, her head white with the snows ofa hundred winters. She 
said that she had been a prophetess of the tribe for three generations, 
and had talked with the Great Spirit ever since she was a child of 
seven summers. She asked me to read to her from the muzeniagun, 
or sacred book of the pale faces. I read to her a portion from Christ’s 
sermon on the mount, I had not proceeded far, when she started up, 
and lifting her hands toward heaven, with a sudden burst of inspira- 
tion exclaimed: “He has come ayain/ the White Spirit has come 
again! I know his voice! ’tis the same! he is speaking to me just as 
he did before!” 

She then told me that when she was a child, about seven years old, 
a White Spirit came down through the opening in the top of her 
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father’s wigwam, and sitting by her bed-side, in the silence of the 
night, had spoken to her the words I had just read. “There were 
many wigwams around,” she said, “but to mine only did the White 
Spirit come, and speak to me these very words. ’J'is he! ’Tis he! 
has come again/ ’T is the voice of the White Spirit, my son!” 
Granville Sproat, late Missionary (for many years) among the Indians. 
pct iccniessawdbeite 
BRETHREN AND SISTERS: 

We have met here, in our favorite Grove to-day, to complete the 
circle of another year; to blend the joys of the with the hopes 
of the future, and also our feelings of union and love; to sing our 
hymns of praise, and our beautiful songs of thanksgiving and 
worship; to strengthen the social compact that is to carry us through 
the coming year; giving pleasure and satisfaction to each of the 
Families represented in this Social pre samy F and to every indi 
vidual who now has the eae 4" of casting his and her mite into 
the Lord’s omy a foretaste of the good hope we possess of meet- 
ing in our future home in the spirit land, where we shall realize the 
fullness of the joys of those purified souls who have passed on 
before us. 

But how shall we prepare ourselves to enjoy life in the spirit 

heres? By coming in rapport with those who have left the shores 
of time ; or shall it be by comprehending our own spiritual nature as 
it upholds itself under the operations of the Gospel? I think both are 
necessary. The one may please; but the other will not only please, 
but will give us a knowledge of ourselves as spiritual beings. The 
unfoldment of our spiritual natures does not depend upon what 
others may think they know of us, but upon what we know of ourselves. 
It is both pleasing and Sages to have the approbation of those 
with whom we toil. But, the growth and unfoldment of the 
spiritual part, is found that well of living waters spoken of by the 
good Teacher, who said, “If I be lifted up, I will draw all men 
unto me.” 

I earnestly hope that all who are here will feel the power of that 
drawing love which bids us ascend and come up to where he who was 
“the First-born of many brethren stands, clothed with the glory of his 
Second Appearing, which shines forth, through the Sisterhood, with 
beauty and lifting power. 

And now the First and Second Appearing, with the love and tender 
care of Father and Mother, blend their drawing influerices into one; 
and, as good Shepherds, they have gathered us together, and lead us 
to green pastures, and by the side of living waters, which are found 
in abundance in this our fair land of Canaan, 

John Greaves. 


—_—_>—————-_ 


DISCUSSION 
BY FIVE YOUNG SISTERS OF CANAAN. 


ADELAIDE SHERMAN Marra SHULTZ 
Ota WHITCOMB Etmrmva Hutu 
EMELINE HovsEMAN. 


Adelaide — I have been thinking, of late, upon the subject of keep 
ing Christmas, or the anniversary of the birth of Jesus ;— what pro- 
priety there is in celebrating the birth of Jesus,—any more than that 
of many other Believers in the Gospel which he preached, and who 
practically follow Him, and are doing so much for the salvation of the 
race. 


Maria — The custom of keeping Christmas originated in the ear] 
days of the Catholic Church, and has been handed down throug 
successive generations to the present day. 

Ola — Jesus was a Benefactor of the race. But why not celebrate 
the birth-days of all the noble men and women who have toiled for 
humanity ? 

Elmina—Itf we should do that, we should have to keep all the 
days of our lives. 

ae shade ne 4 have touched the right point now; that is just 
what we are ed todo; t.¢., to keep every day of our lives to the 
honor and glory of God, and in honor of all men and women who 
have lived in obedience to their highest convictions of truth and right. 

Maria — To me, Christmas is one of the most precious seasons of 
the year; ever full of sacred ministrations of spiritual joy. Itis not 
held by Believers, as I understand it, with particular reference to the 
natural birth of Jesus ; but, in commemoration of the first, and indeed 
of the second advent also, of the Christ Spirit on earth. 

Adelaide — Very true. The mission of Mother Ann is a theme for 
thought and contemplation, and of commemoration, as much as that of 
Jesus. The Gospel was preached and planted in America, in the time 
of the Revolution; and, without doubt, Washington, and other men at 
that time, were providentially raised up to prepare the way for the 
preaching of the testimony of Believers, by establishing liberty of 
conscience under a free government; and, how much they benefited 
the country ! 

Emeline — Washington, and those to whom you refer, were war- 
riors. How could the country really be benefited by war? 

Maria —No country was ever made better by war! War is ter- 
rible! God is notin it. A description of one battle fills the mind 
with horror; and makes us wonder how the workers for could 
resort to such savage measures for the attainment of their laudable 
objects! 

Ola— War, in principle,is wrong. I donot think that Washington 
was a blood-thirsty man,—like many ambitious warriors; but he 








determined that America should be a land of freedom ; and he saw no 
other means by which to accomplish his purpose, than war. And, 
while we honor him for his undaunted courage, his noble intention, 
and love of country, we never fail to wish, that his victories had been 
won by more humane means. 

Emeline — The cause of the Revolution, which ended in the estab- 
lishment of the Republic, lay in the jealous tyranny and oppression 
of the British Government.. Was not that war justifiable, or a neces- 
sary evil? ; 

Elmina —It is beyond my capacity to decide whether it was, or 
was not, a necessary evil; but as I think of the cruelty and suffering 
it brought, I know it was an evil, even if good resulted from it. 

Maria — We read in history that “the rulers of the ‘old world’ 
were the rich and great; and that the rod of empire was swayed by 
no gentle hand; that the cries of the down-trodden and oppressed 
arose faintly through the gloom which surrounded them; yet they 
entered the ear of the Most High, and He, in His own time, 
formed a plan for the civil and religious emancipation of the world.” 


Emeline — Do you think it would have been possible for God to 
have carried out his designs without the aid of war? 

Adelaide— Certainly. If the two nations had gathered the Christ- 
like spirit of “ on earth and good will to men,” in proportion to 
their profession of Christianity, the work would have been accom- 
plished easily. 

Elmina —If we neglect to be thankful for the securities which 
shield and protect us from the olden religious persecution, in which 
even children suffered martyrdom, we shall prove ourselves unworthy 
of our privilege. 

Ola — Then, let us all unite in heart and hand, now in the morning 
of our life, to consecrate ourselves anew to the Gospel work, that, as 
we increase in years, we may also grow in truth, and in the knowledge 
of those things that will cause us to become substantial women of 
God, true and upright in all things. 


—_—_>_—_—. 


THE HIGHER LIFE. 
—o— 

O mortal man, from low estate of earth! 

Thou sentient being! bound, yet made so free! 

Had'st thou the lofty thought, e’en from thy birth, 

That God Himself forms no small part of thee, 

Then wouldst thou rise from grosser forms of life, 

And seek thy inner being to expand ; 

For the immortal wealth would be ta strife, 

To sow and reap for the celestial land. 
Tue higher life is not a myth, or chimera, evolved from erratic minds, 
without reasonable evidence of reality; although it may seem so to 
those whose thoughts never ascend above gross materiality; whose ~ 
mental and spiritual perceptions are on a level with sensual appetites, 
and earthly desires; who, in their daily living, actualize this ancient 
maxim, “ Let us eat, drink, and be merry, for to-morrow we die ;” real- 
izing nothing beyond momentary pleasures, and those things surround- 
ing the earth-sphere, tangible and perceptible to the outward senses. 
Man is a two-fold being, having a spiritual and interior, as well as a 
physical and exterior, existence. His finer and more etherealized nature 
finds but little outgrowth and expanse, while he is incorporated in 
flesh, save under the law of progressive development. “First that 
which is natural, afterward that which is spiritual,” remarked the spir- 
itually-enlightened Paul; clearly intimating an ascension from the 
inferior to the superior. This was the design of the All-wise Creator 
from the beginning, that intelligent beings should occupy a higher 
plane than that of mere procreation. . 

While so large a proportion of the human family set aside the claims 
of the higher life as mystical dreaming of what is not, a few are 
awakened to its substantial realities ; considering it that for which 
every thing else was made; and that the things of this world are sec- 
ondary in importance, and should be subservient to the things of the 
Spirit, which are eternal. Progressed souls of all ages demonstrated 
this in their lives, through self-denial of the animal propensities, and 
an absolute recision from worksof generation. Saints sacrificed their 
earthly forms in devotion to it. Gifted Seers in beatific vision, beheld 
with ecstatic joy the consummation of soul travel in the regeneration. 
Inspired bards extolled in song the state of those who had risen from 
earth. Prophets, by revelation, declared the excellency of the way of 
truth and virtue, soodiiedan theaing to those who walked in light 
everlasting. For said one, “I have heard from the uttermost parts of 
the earth, ‘ Glory to the righteous.’” Philosophers by rigid asceticism 
denounced the voluptuousness of their time, as bemeaning the real 
man, and gave to the world a moral tone, that rings out rich and full 
in the gradation of God’s harmonious scale of being ; thrilling the ears 
of many,and touching the hearts of a few with vitalizing power. 
“They who elevate their souls above the material world, by the prac- 
tice of virtue, and the contemplation of spiritual things, are enabled 
to pierce through the outward letter (or form), into the interior idea” 
(or inner life). Thus wrote Philo, an eminent teacher of ethics. 

Man, as a mere natural creature, but meagerly exemplifies God’s 
crowning point of creation; not better than the beasts that perish. 
‘* Being made a little lower than the angels,” implies a diviner type of 
His glorious workmanship, and reveals the innate powers of immor- 
tality, though wrapt in form of clay. Gross living buries the beauti- 
ful and eternal beneath the clods of earthliness, and dims the light of 
the interior vision. Here is where humanity lies ; enveloped in matter, 
they revel in sensuous pleasure, and plunge into the vortex of world- 
liness, still feeling the aching void they seek to fill. Soul-needs can 
never be met, nor spirit-longings satisfied, in the whirl of excitement 
created by unsubdued passions. For, “ She who liveth in pleasure is 
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dead while she liveth,” dead to the nobler, better life, the germ of 
which is latent in every soul. 
“ Know then this truth, en for man to know, 
Virtue alone is Petes eeepc 
The only point where human bliss stands still, 
And tastes the good unmingled with the ill.” 

Observation teaches us that external circumstances have somewhat 
to do with germinal unfoldment. A plant raised in a dark, damp 
cellar, will be colorless, distorted, and feeble, and consequently devoid 
of pleasing beauty. Place the same in friable soil, exposed to the 
genial sunshine, let it drink in the crystal dew drops and penetrating 
showers, and all the hidden forces combine with the elements for 
expansion in glory and perfection, to complete the design for which it 
was made. the spirit, possessed of beautiful germs, early reared 
in the dark, foul haunts of vice, surrounded by naught but that which 
prompts the action of the lower nature, will bear the blight of sin 
with but little apparent trace of redeeming ess. Like the 
fabled —. whose adamantine nature, riveted to earth, yielded not 
to any higher influences. So, preferring their low condition, they 
cannot be lifted up. Such, ingrafted on the tree of heavenly life too 
soon, produce no spiritual fruit, and seem entirely out of their element. 

Yet there are exceptions in those who, unfortunate in their creation, 
seem wholly buried in the basilar region of the brain with a low- 
toned mental and spiritual organism. Contrariwise on that same 
spirit would be the action of divine mse and example ; turning the 
current of life, and the strength of growth, in the realm of the lovely 
and true. ™ 

The sins of the fathers and mothers are indeed visited upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation, in this our day. And 
what is the result? Physical, mental and moral degeneration_and 
degradation. That which is lacking in the real and true, is made up 
in the artificial; and society at large is a sham,a mockery of life. 
Unmask it in the light of truth. Take from it “The lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye, and the pride of life,” and what is remaining? A 
mere skeleton of what should be a divinely-rounded form, beautiful 
in the proportions of goodness, and robed in the habiliments of angelic 
loveliness. 

“ Vanity of vanities” is human life, when it is not based on the 
religious principle, inherent in, and God-given to, the immortal soul. 
Unless that is awakened and quickened, and becomes the motive power 
of action, there can be no security for happiness here, nor permanency 
of hope for future bliss; nor will the spirit taste the sweets of 
existence in its perfected sphere of reality. 

Jesus of Nazareth beautifully exemplified the higher life; not in 
the many mighty works he did, to convince the people of the super- 
natural ; not in the physical manifestations wrought through him as 
a medium of spirit power; in which he stood not alone, nor un- 
equaled; many had preceded and others succeeded him. But, in 
the glory of self-denial, his character, nobly perfected in truth, gleams 
with the radiance of the constellated heavens. The Christ baptism 
harvested him from the field of nature — generation — and li him 
up to the resurrection — Hence, taught of the Holy Spirit, he 
enunciated truths that s judge every soul with the exactness of 
righteousness ; and make a separation-between flesh and spirit, truth 
and error, right and wrong. For there is no amalgamation in the 
Christ testimony ; par d truth-loving souls have proved it a “ savor of 
life unto life,” and rejoice in its purifying action upon their spirits; 
and, standing on Mount Zion, inhabitants of the eternal city of Truth, 
holding sacred forever their vow of virginity, they are indeed the 
children of the resurrection, who, through obedience to the Christ 
baptism, are becoming “as the angels in heaven.” And as they are 
here, so shall they be hereafter; rising from star to star — from glory 
to glory —in the progressive cycles of the circling sphere. 


SS eon Martha.J. Anderson. 
ORIGIN OF CANAAN UPPER FAMILY. 
—o— 


THE Canaan Upper Family commenced its existence by a entening of 
eleven persons on what used to be called the Patterson Farm, a little 
below the North Family in Mount Lebanon. The gathering of the 
sanag 4 took place sixty — ago, in December, 1813, under the care of 
Dan Higley and Eunice McCarter. 

The year following, viz.,in November, 1814, the Family moved 
from the Patterson farm to a house called the Mill House near a grist 
mill about half a mile west of the village of Mount Lebanon. 

After —s in the Mill House seven years, the Family moved on to 
the farm in Canaan (its present location), called the Peabody Place, 
May 9, 1821, at that time the Family consisted of thirteen brethren and 
fourteen sisters. 

But of the twenty-seven persons who moved into Canaan at that 
time, only four are now living, all of whom have for many years, been 
members of other families, namely, John Lockwood, Wm. Thrasher, 
Rufus Ames, and George Curtis. So that fifty-two years have passed 
since. the Upper Family was established in the land of Canaan; its 


future destiny who can tell? 
Daniel Sizer, Canaan, August 19, 1878. 


—_>____ 


PROCRASTINATION. 


—o— 
I vIvIpLy remember that, in my early school-days, committing to 
memory “ Thomas Jefferson’s Ten Rules of Life ;” one, of which I 
took particular note, was the following: “Never put off till to- 
morrow what can be done today.” Every word of this sentence 
is full of meaning; by the omission of the first word, the sen- 
tence is materially changed, Never is a strong term; no one ever 
makes use of it, without feeling its force. It is often spoken with a 
will, and to some purpose, in making good resolutions, many of which 





have been forever sealed, by this word of five letters, I would here 
resolve, to never defer till to-morrow, the tasks and duties of to-day, 
thinking that perchance, a better time may come. Wot so; it is never 
too soon to “ put shoulder to the wheel of action.” 

There is a certain amount of labor to be performed, on whom does 
it —— to gee can the be! tried pillars in Zion look for 
support, if not tothe rising generation? ough seemingly incapa- 
ble, yet there are, here and there, buds of pa to be ae in the 
garden of the Lord, which in course of time will bloom in beauty and 
perfection, to adorn his Temple. 

Let us pause for a moment, and call to mind the self-forgetfulness 
of our predecessors in the Gospel. There are those with us to-day 
who have suffered want in a — point of view, while they have 
toiled, and given their strength for others; but we are in ion 
of every needful comfort. %, more ! a food, according to the 
soul’s travel, is meted out by Zion’s faithful watchmen, who stand as 
sentinels to guard the chosen city. They count not their lives dear, 
but toil, oft-times beyond physical endurance, to ransom souls from a 
sin-polluted world. Such will not have to wait till the morrow for 
their reward ; it is ever with them ; their lives attest the truth. 

One might ask, How has this intrinsic goodness been attained? The 
returning answer is, By beginning now. Society is made little or no 
better off, by persons who are always just be ing, and never bring- 
ing any thing to pass. Strength of mind, and force of application, are 
essential qualifications to a well-balanced mind. If in ssion of 
all these oe traits of character, the hill of Difficulty, which 
Bunyan saw in dream will be reached by dint of perseverance ; though 
we have to pass through the “slough of Despond.” We will keep 
our eye on the light, that shines from the Watch-tower, on the sum- 
mit, all the way down, even to the first round of the ladder. 

It seems quite en undertaking to climb from earth to heaven; wh 
not fly, as machines for the purpose are being made? and from all 
accounts, they must closely approximate Jupiter; but I guess it will 
be best to wait awhile ; at least till after the trial trip across the Atlan- 
tic. Procrastination would be wisdom in this case: yet if that should 
prove a failure, there doubtless will be some other new method con- 
trived. No telling; “ for t are the inventions of man.” There is 
one thing however, that I hope will never be postponed a day later 
than is necessary ; that is our Social Gathering. 

Margaret Cleveland. 


———_¢—____— 
GosPEL FRIENDS, ONE AND ALL: 
We have come to-day to blend our spirits with your spirits, and to 
sing with you the beautiful songs of joy and er and we say 
“Good Morning” to every one ; each brother and sister has a place in 
our hearts’ truest and best affections. 

Would you like to know how we came to be here ? Well, we took 
the early train, the “train of thvught,” as the speediest, safest, and best 
way to reach Mt. Lebanon in season ; and then we remembered that 
the ly land of Canaan lies just beyond, and we came hither. 

e took a ‘‘ Palace Car” —it was beautifully wrought without 
and within—the seats were soft and easy, and we came along very 
comfortably. I like a“ Palace Car” ever so much, I think it must 
resemble the car of 88, whose wheels roll so rapidly along. 
And while we behold the beauties of nature, which are spread out 
before us, our minds are drawn upward, and we continue our march still 
onward to the bright Elysian fields, viewing the wondrous works of 
God until we are lost in admiration. The atmosphere is balmy with 
the sweet odor of purity and love, which is healthful and invigorating 
to both soul and body. 

In looking around upon the tall forest trees, which now wave their 
branches over our heads, we are reminded of other trees more beauti- 
ful than these; fruit-bearing trees in the vineyard of God ; with righte- 
ousness and peace they are laden, the golden fruits of harvest time. 
On each leaf is written some sweet expression of goodness, some new 
truth from the heavenly land, we with holy inspiration. 

Now another scene presents itself to view —a table spread with 
food to sustain the physical part. We read of a Prophet in ancient 
days, who was fed morning and evening - the fowls of the air, also 
of the children of Israel, who were fed with manna in the wilderness, 
and perhaps, at some future time, others may read of vs who are 
assembled here to-day ; who knows but it may beso? We frequently 
hear of family gatherings in the natural order, where children are 
called home, where fathers and mothers, and brothers and sisters, 
re-unite around the family altar. And now we are all home again in the 
land of our Fathers, and as we sit at the table, let us raise a shout of 
thanksgiving that we have been spared to enjoy this rich feast with 
Gospel Parents, and brethren and sisters. By dissolving the ties 
which bound us together as brothers and sisters in the old creation, or 
generative order, we have been enabled to hear the voice which said 
“Come up higher, into a new, holy relation, on the platform of Truth, 
where superior joys are found.” 

To-day, dear young brethren and sisters, let us renew our early vows 
to be wholly consecrated to the Lord. How often we have thought of 
the little ark, so neatly constructed; containing those beautiful cove- 
nants by the brethren and sisters, which we hope and trust will ever 
remain unbroken. The memory of that day, spent with you on this 
hallowed spot two years ago, is still sacred and sweet. t us ask, 
where is the ark now? does it still rest with you on the Mountain of 
the Lord, where grow the lofty cedarsof Lebanon? We rejoice that 
there are so many righteous men and women — prophets and prophet- 
esses —on the earth at the present time; and we believe that there 
are inspired souls standing on this ground to-day who are able to tell 
us of the coming events of the great future. God bless you every one, 
and may you live long in this beautiful land of peace and prosperity, 
is the united prayer of your Gospel friends in Maine. 

Mary A. Gillespie, W. Gloucester, Me. 
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8 SHAKER AND 





BreLovep ELDERS, AND BRETHREN AND SISTERS: 


Ir is now somewhat over twelve months since I arrived here from 
England, and I frankly confess that I feel the importance of becoming 
a real Shaker; and am very thankful that I have found a people who 
are li pure, spiritual lives, and who are denying themselves of 
those thi which the world values the most highly. The Apostle 
might well observe: “ What fruit had ye in those t gs whereof ye 
are now ashamed? for the end of those things is death.” The things 
of which we all ought to be ashamed, and of which the Apostle speaks, 
are “ the works of the flesh — adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasci- 
viousness,” etc. On the other hand, he says: “The fruits of the 
Spirit are love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance,” etc.; and these virtues, lam happy to know, 
are cultivated in a remarkable degree by the Shakers. 

It is true that, to a great extent, the surroundings make the man or 
the woman; so that when a body of men and women are gathered 
together, imbued with the Christ Spirit, and who are living from pure 
motives, and for noble ends, and who keep the animal nature in sub- 
jection to the spiritual, they cannot fail to draw down heavenly influ- 
ences among them ; thus proving that the kingdom of God has come, 
and that his will is being “done on earth as it is done in heaven.” 

Brethren and Sisters, I feel that the work to which we are called, is 
the upbuilding of Zion upon these principles and virtues, of which the 
Prophets had some faint foreshadowings. The Apocalyptic John saw 
the new Jerusalem representatively 4 it is our high privilege to 
labor for its actual embodiment, first in our own hearts and lives, and 
then in the world around us. 

The religion of Christendom has had a great deal to say about sav- 
ing souls, but scarcely any thing about bodies. In fact, they have con- 
sidered the body to be of very little importance. But it should be 
remembered, that the object of Jesus was to establish a system and 
order in and by which the physical bodies of its members should be 
supplied with all necessary temporal things, as well as to afford to 
each one an opportunity of working out the salvation of his and her 
own soul. 

Man, even in regard to his physical organization, is “fearfully and 
wonderfully made,” so that we cannot be too careful in the cultiva- 
tion of our bodily as well as mental powers. Attention to the physi- 
ological laws of our being is of the greatest importance, so far as 
our earth life is concerned ; this being the basis for the superstruc- 
ture of the second life. We should move in harmony with Nature’s 
laws, and with Nature’s God; that, ultimately, we may attain to that 
high, spiritual altitude for which we originally were designed. 

When one looks into the world, and sees what the works of the 
flesh have done, and are still doing, in producing and extending 
iniquity and crime of every name and nature, how can he but exclaim, 
“O Lord, how long!” But there isa better time coming to all. Thank 
Heaven, it has already come toa few. The great gulf which divides 
the rich from the r is now being bridged over. The cries of the 
oppressed and enslaved have ascended to Heaven, and the answer, as 
of old, has been given: “I have seen the affliction of my people who 
are in Egypt ; and now come, I will send thee, that thou mayst deliver 
them.” e see these deliverers and Saviours who have come upon 
Mount Zion. We also see them in the political reforms which are 
shaking the nations from center to circumference. We see them, too, 
in our social, sanitary, and religious reforms; indeed, in every effort 
that is being made for the uplifting of humanity. Let us hope that, 
by the influence of their agency, instead of war, we shall have peace ; 
instead of sensuality and adultery, we shall have chastity ; instead of 
drunkenness, sobriety ; instead of slavery, true liberty; and instead 
of discord, concord; as it is written: “They shall not hurt, nor 
destroy, in all my holy mountain ; for the knowledge of the Lord shall 
cover the earth, as the waters cover the great deep.” 

* Haste, happy day; that time I long to see, 
When every son of Adam shall be free; 
Then shall the happy world around proclaim, 
The pleasing wonders of Immanuel’s name.” 


David Brown. 
i oe 


My ELDERS, BRETHREN AND SISTERS: 


I Am happy to meet you here to-day. My heart is full to overflowing 
with gratitude to God, forthe many blessings, temporal and spiritual, 
showered upon us during the past year. I also feel grateful for the 
privilege I now have of ne with you the “ Harvest Home ;” a 
festival held in ancient times by the children of Israel, after they had 
athered in the fruits of the land.. They then rejoiced before the 
Lord ; and now that our harvest is gathered in, it is quite as appropriate 
and becoming for us to rejoice and be glad. For, notwithstanding the 
severe drouth we had, to us the season has been one of plenty, peace, 
and ey, The earth, like a good mother, has yielded a bounti- 
ful supply of food for her children; the result to ws is a large ingath- 
to our barns and store-houses ; and we will be thankful 
here is probably not a family in the land more abundantly blessed 
than ours with the various kinds of fruit, such as strawberries, cher- 
ries, raspberries and currants. Our tables have been so bountifully 
supplied therewith, that they almost ceased to be a luzury. Our grape 
vines look promising, and bid fair for a great yield. The pear trees, 
many of them, are heavily laden with fruit ; and the apple trees will yield 
us a fairsupply. Ourkitchen paces under the good management of 
Brother Daniel, is doing its full share in supplying the various kinds 
of vegetables. Nor is the dairy behind in furnishing its share. That 
is directly under mo ge management of Sister Ann, who sends to the 
table, neatly prepared, some of the very best butter and cheese in the 
State of New York. 
And, while we have thus been living so richly upon physical food, 
and enjoying the good things of this life, our Elders have not been 


erin 








unmindful of the wants of the soul. Like faithful watchmen standing 
on the walls of Zion, they have, from time to time, delivered their 
messages of love and inspiration ; so that our souls have been fed and 
strengthened with spiritual and heavenly food, and we go on our way 


rejoicing. 
Bre nm and Sisters, in view of all these various and abundant 
temporal and spiritual blessings, so bountifully bestowed, let us culti- 
of gratitude to God, the beneficent Giver thereof, and 


vate a spirit 
Guede te willing to yield cheerful obedience to the instruction in 
righteousness ministered to us by our kind Elders. Then shall we 
grow more and more in the knowledge and love of God. 

Truth and love combined are mighty in power, and they can and 
will redeem the world. James Leggitt. 





A CHILD'S OFFERING. 


——— 


We read, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head.” So it was 
with our first Parents, who settled in the wilderness of America nearly 
a hundred years ago. They suffered persecution, endured hardshi 
and privations, and many sacrificed their physical lives for the Gospel’s 
sake ; and, when the wicked raged and blasphemed against the testi- 
mony, they stood firm as a rock, to defend the Mother Church, which 
was in process of being built on earth. 

Thus the Gospel of Jesus Christ and Mother Ann was planted in 
this coantry under adverse circumstances. It has gradually increased 
from that time to the present, till 18 societies, or 60 communities, are 
now established in this “new world.” 

The foundations of truth are laid firm and strong, and those of us 
who are young should embrace every opportunity to cultivate the truth 
in our own hearts. Honesty of purpose, and purity of life, shall ever 
be my motto. I will toil unselfishly in the Gospel field, that I may 
merit the love, union, and blessing of my Elders, brethren, and sisters. 
To me this is a happy season, and while meditating upon it, the fol- 
lowing occurred to my mind : 


Where are thy joys, O babbling earth? 
Whence does thy glory come? 

Hast thou the pear! of priceless worth? 
Art thou the pilgrim’s home? 

In thee, does Mammon reign supreme, 
And seas of jon roll 

In thee, does pleasure’s fickle dream 
Bring sorrow to the soul? 


When toss’d upon life’s billowy sea, 
Thy glittering bubbles burst ; 

Then all thy pleasures quickly flee: — 
Such are thy joys, O earth! 

So, I have turn’d from thee, and seek, 
In Zion’s blessed fold, 

The fous which do of heaven bespeak, 
Affording peace untold ; 


Joys (far surpassing Ss ng gold) 
hich yield eternal _" 
And which adorn the youthful soul 
With perfect loveliness. 
These are the joys that I will seek ; 
They lift the 1 
And clothe it with the spirit meek 


Of the celestial Dove. 
Ida Burger, Canaan. (14.) 





BLESSED GOSPEL KINDRED: 
I REJOICE to meet with you, in this beautiful Grove of fair Canaan, 
to-day, where the sun pours its golden rays upon us, as if to make us 
feel cheerful while we share in this feast of heavenly things, which 
ure in the sight of God and his Angels. 
always feel thankful to drink in, with you, this pure Gospel love 
which flows so free from soul to soul. It is good to be here, to sit 
beneath the shade of these beautiful trees, where the soft winds of 
heaven are blowing over us all. These gifts and offerings are food to 
my soul. I amthankful for the many blessings which surround me in 
my good Gospel home ; and I will endeavor to so improve my condi- 
tion, that I may be in harmony with every gift. 
I cannot conceive of any thing better fora young person than to 

ut away all that is worldly, and gather that which is spiritual. My 
} mark is to be more simple in my ways, and to be more humble before 
God, and my brethren and sisters; and to be fully given up to the 
Spirit of Truth. Richard Vanderbeck. 


are 
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Kinp ELDERS, BRETHREN AND SISTERS: 


I HAVE a desire to contribute something toward the general good of 
our Social Gathering, and to cast in my mite to help along the good 
work. I feel quite an interest in our Social Gatherings, and look 
eagerly forward to the time when they come. 

This is the second time I have had the pleasure of making one of 
your number; receiving some good from the first, may I not hope to 
gather something from the present one also, that will benefit me in my 
spiritual progress ; something that will bind me more firmly to you, 
and to the Gospel, into which I am called. 

It is, indeed, a great work. 1 have faith in it, and believe that no 
one can find salvation from sin, unless they work it out for themselves, 
by an honest confession thereof, and forsaking it, taking up a daily 
cross against it, by walking in the way which is kept open by our 
Elders, and by all truth-loving souls. Thus living to know and do the 
will of God, I believe I can find complete redemption. It is only a 
question of time. I often feel that there is not enough consecration 
on my part; that lam not doing enough, for my brethren and sisters, 
or for the cause of the Gospel. This consecrated spirit I do most 
earnestly desire ; that I may labor and toil, not for my self, but for 
































SHAKERESS. 





THE SILVER LINING. 
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Chorus. 









O the glo-ri-ous sil-ver 


az 


lin - ing, 









a a 
1. Though dark clouds may often ga-ther That would make our pathway drear, An - gel 
2. Hope and faith shall e’er sustain us, While for hea-vyen we pre! pare, For 





¢ 
voi - ces sweetly ut - nth Lo, the 
be - yond the darkest sha-dow Lies a 


sil - ver lin-ing’s near. 
sil- ver lin-ing there. 


See the clouds now break a - way, In-spi-ra-tion’s light is shin-ing, Ush-’ring in the heay’n-ly day. 








my brethren and sisters. 
spirit. 

I am thankful for the relation which I am forming, a relation that 
will never end, and for the degree of union I have found, I am thank- 
ful for my home ; my beautiful Gospel home; every thing surround- 
ing it seems dear ‘to me; the barns, out-houses, gardens, the trees, and 
the flowering plants the sisters have cultivated, all are dear to me. 

And I would be one with you, brethren and sisters, to make our 
home beautiful in both a temporal and spiritual sense; to make it 
look as much as we can like our destined home, in the Spirit Land, 
that we sing so much about. 

I desire to labor with you for substantial riches; a treasure that I 
can realize when this life is over; a home that I can go to, and meet 
with kindred spirits, to live with and enjoy their society. 

This is my hope, ‘and for this I will labor. 

George Clark. 


I feela geat desire to overcome a selfish 





THE BEARD. 
—(—- 


To shave, or not to shave, that is the question, whether it is nobler 
on the whole, to suffer the smart and pain of an old, dull razor, or take 
up arms oo that sea of troubles, and, by opposing, end them — let 
the bea row ; and, so doing, to say we end the sore throat, the 
frosted ale, the stuffed up nose, and all the multifarious ills to 
which our head is subject, is a consummation devoutly to be wished. 
So let it grow, perchance to our discomfort — aye, there’s the rub. For, 
if we let it w, how we shall feel, when we have a large and full- 
grown beard, must give us pause. There’s the respect that makes us 
go without a beard solong atime! For who would bear the searching, 
piercing wind, the a sleet, the dashing hail, the pelting rain, the 
pangs of a dull razor, and all those numerous pains, with a bare face, 
when he himself might their quietus make, by laying aside the razor? 

Who would fardels bear, to apply the brush and razor twice a week, 
but that the fear of being out of union, and treading in bye (forbidden) 
paths, subdues the will, and makes us rather bear those ills we have, 
than fly toothers that we know not of. Thus wnion does make brethren 
of usall. With this regard, we shave our faces clean. 


—__—__—_—_ 


THE BEAUTIES OF NATURE. 
— 


How lovely the scene which ay has wrought, 
chly diversed o’er the lan 
They ’re perfect and useful, and with blessings fraught — 
e works of an Al Almighty h hand 
The soft, tender grass that grows "neath our feet, 
Forms ts of verdancy bright, 
wae ves to the earth its as f, replete 
beauty, our eyes to delight. 


pay pacar ont that grow ’mid the green, 
And blossom in many rich hues, 
Are Faas to view ; but, like all earthly things, 
ill flourish, then pass like the dews. 
The tall, stately trees, with wide-spreading boughs, 
Neath whose shade we love to re repose, 
Are shelter for warblers in bright sunny hours, 
And homes when the days gently close. 


The beautiful stream that glides gently by, 
With waters so limpid and c 
Refreshes the earth, that brings f. forth her supply, 
In gladness and ‘joy to ai a epueee. 
And the deep azure sky, so lovely and fair, 
That canopies eart' ‘fara ve, 
Is —-= of 


W. 8. 


urity, and ever declares, 
at God, its Creator, is Love. 


And the glorious sun, that ae orb of day, 
The source of rich blessings to earth, 
In 4 morn’s golden hours, by ray after ray, 
To new ha appy ‘hourn it gives birth. 
_, a It ~— think of external things, 
f wh 


beauty — never can —_ 
I turn to my ny heart $0 
Is growth which the angels edmire. 


To see if sweet flowers are blossoming there, 
Well water’d by streams of pure love ; 

To see if the trees, with their foliage, are 
A home for the heavenly ve 5 

To see if some verdure’s springing. up there, 
Which thrives in the sunlight of truth; 


To yy ~! this, so rich and so rare, 
Is the labor and toil of my youth. 








MY BEST DESIRES. 


Annie Stephens, (11). 
What should be my best desires? 
Should they be toe leasure vain, 
Which would me | ——— truth and good — 
Casting on my spirit stain? 
ay my strongest, true i 
all be virtuous and pure, 
Ever senting Ang Sagan, 


pel graces to 

I desire to be iecventing 

In the Ca of holy iota; 
And by effort without ceasing 

Reach the heavenly spheres above. 
I desire to be advancing 

In the way of truth ona light, 
And, by casti fro’ 

Learn to think and one =e Lasaal 


tte m pirita gather near godly thin 
That dail ly I may feel the bliss” 


hich true goodness aaeae brings. 


—\—_____——_ 
PLEASURE. 


Grace Bowers, (10). 
Now the last month of summer has come, and Nature still retains her 
ity. The azure sky above, the beautiful 7 verdant grass below, and the 
sunny air all around, st ry continues to make the earth a pleasant ire toy 
a home of pleasure an ness. But what of Jack Frost’s i 
rs touch eve ting beaut on earth, and cause its verdure to fade, 
and the pleasure o. Yet there remains a pleasure that is 
not blown to and fro by the vinds, caused by the aw gh 8 revolution; but 
that which is felt in the human heart, and is caused by the knowledge 


< paving done right. ‘One way to make pleasure, is to watch every chance 
do good for others, although it might seem disagreeable to me at first, and 
a me to deny myself of many things which I might enjoy ;— but, by try- 


ing to please others, I =] “ ove, and this brings great pleasure to me. 
‘Another way is, when mpted in any way, to do that which I know is 
not right, to resist it, end rahie T I Pill strive todo. I will also strive to be so 
good and respectful toward my brethren and sisters, that it will be a pleasure 
to Rast to have me in their company. 


After the above three children had well spoken their respective pieces, 
they, standing together, recited the following lines, by Lucy Bowers: 


Beloved Ministry, Elders, and friends very dear, 

We analy would thank you for consenting to hear 

Our simple expressions, and heartfelt desire 

For Raowidee, and growth in a life that is _— 
humbly we ask you for blessing and lov: 

A treasure we value as sent from ve, 

The wealth it contains is more precious than gold, 

O bless us, and own us as lambs of the fold. 





THE TWO I PLANES. 


Two planes there are ie mortal man - 
One level with the earth ; 

The second is the Gospel plan, 
Which leads to the new birth. : 

We see and choose with open eyes, 
If but the first we ask ; 

Our joy is here, the earth we prize, 
And in her pleasures bask. 

But if the light of higher life 
Should break upon the mind, 

And this we love, how vain the strife 
For peace on earth to find. 


We ’re like the bird that’s fledged for flight, 
Mount up we must and will ; 

For, how can we, with wing and might, 
Remain as nestlings still? 


Nay ! God ordain’d that we should soar 
Till truth shall al control, 

And we with praise forevermore, 
Find life that’s for the soul. 

We shed the earthly “ man of sin,” 
Put on the new and pure, 

And with the angels here begin 
That life which will endure. 

And then, by virtue of the cross, 
In God we live and move, 

Redeem’d, arisen from our loss, 
Our life and home is Jove. 

Mary Whitcher, Canterbury. 
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SHAKER AND SHAKERESS. 





“FIRST FOUNDERS.” 

—o— 
Wuaat bright examples of purity and godli- 
ness were Mother and her little band who 
first settled in the wilderness of Watervliet. 
These faithful wy = of Christ maintained 
their allegiance to their faith, in hunger and 
thirst, in labor and fatigue, in watching and 
prayer. How numerous and severe were the 
trials of these true cross-bearers, who followed 
Christ in the regeneration: They hated their 
own lives, that they might obtain life eternal. 
How severe a life of extreme self-denial did 
they choose! What long-continued tempta- 
tions did their perseverance overcome ! at 
soul-trying conflicts did they sustain! How 
earnest were their prayers! With what zeal 
and power did they aspire after higher and 
— degrees of spiritual possession! With 
what earnestness and resolution did they wage 
war against sin! And how ardent and sincere 
was their love to God! The day they devoted 
to labor, and the night to prayer and praise ; 
and, even in their hours of labor, their hearts 
were lifted up to heaven in continual aspira- 
tions. 

With respect to all earthly possessions they 
were poor; but they were rich in heavenly 
gufts and durable treasures. Outwardly, they 
were many times in absolute want ; but in- 
wardly, they abounded in Divine consolation. 
They were the despised and the outcasts of 
the world, but Sons and Daughters of God. 
In their own estimation, they were nothing ; 
but, in the — of God, they were “elect and 
precious.” y deep humiliation, strict obe- 
dience, heartfelt charity, and persevering pa- 
tience, they made continual advances in 
spiritual life,and obtained greater and greater 
degrees of spiritual power. 

Such were the First Founders of our Gospel 
Homes, in the New Jerusalem on earth, and 
such are all their faithful followers. Let 
them be our Pattern; let us tread in their 
footsteps, and imitate their virtues. 

Daniel Orcutt, Enfield, Conn. 
> — 
Bomsay, India, July 23, 1873. 
ELDER FREDERICK: 

DEAR BROTHER AND FATHER :—Reaching 
this great city (of 600,000), in India, my heart 
was made glad by receiving a number of letters 
from America, among which was one from 
you. Reading, I thought of the poet’s lines: 

“ Ev'ry sentence, O how tender! 
Every line, how full of love !” 

Ialso received a long and most excellent 
letter from Benj. Starbuck. The Shaker pa- 
pers, and the books, interested me deeply. 
They must do good service for Zion. The 
“ Shaker and Shakeress” are really beautiful 
copies, and do honor to’ Believers, and to the 
principles they enunciate. Truly is nut “Zion 
putting on her beautiful garments?” 

India is a great country, with a marvelous 
people. Marvelous because here was the cra- 
dle of civilization and religion. Egypt bor 
rowed as largely from India, as did Greece 
from Egypt. I went up the Ganges, to Be- 
nares, from Calcutta ; saw human bodies float- 
ing in the river, and also saw them burning 
their dead. The Brahmins are very intelli- 
gent ; some of them are fine English scholars. 
They eat no meat;and one sect among them 
—the Mararajohs—are celibates. They are 
priests. 

There are one hundred and fifty thousand 
Englishmen in Bombay; and multitudes of 
them all through India. I found a number of 
Spiritualists in Calcutta, and there are some 
in Bombay. In Calcutta, there is the ground- 
work for Shakerism. A number were inter- 
ested in my descriptions of the Shakers— 
some English, some half-castes, and some na- 
tives. 

The Hindoos are certainly a superior race, 








or rather, combination of races. Young Hin- 
doo lads sent to English colleges usually come 
out with the highest honors. They excel in 
mathematics and metaphysics, The country 
along the great rivers is just adapted to rice 
growing. The weather is intensely hot; one 
could hardly live here, in Bombay, were it not 
for the sea breezes. The streets are narrow 
and filthy, compared to American cities. The 
native men of the cities wearonly hip clothes ; 
the women do not do much better. Such 
exposures of the persons tend to excite the 
animal; hence the lower classes are very li- 


centious. In fact, Just, and the love of gold, 
are the damning sins of the age. Oh/ the 
curse of selfishness / 


We sail to-morrow for Egypt, through the 
Red sea. Expect to switch off at Alexandria, 
to go to Jaffa; then to Jerusalem; then back 
to Alexandria, in Egypt, to sail for Trieste ; 
then down the Rhine to England. 

lam getting anxious to reach my native 
land, and clasp the hands of friends. I often 
think of you, and the dear souls in Zion. 
Give them my love. Ask them to sing me 
one song to be borne by spirits to my hungry 
soul. 

In great haste — love to all. 

Most affectionately thine, 
, J. M. Peebles. 


——_—_+—__—_ 


“MY SAINTS.” 


0 

WHo are“my saints” of whom the Spirit 
speaks—“Gather my saints together, those who 
have made a covenant with me by sacrifice” 
—if it be not those men and women amongst 
the Spiritualists who are continent ; who, like 
J. Me Peebles, and other prominent persons 
whom I could name, and for whom I often 
pray, as for the scattered sheep of the fold 
(or Community) of Christ; those who have 
listened to, and heard, the voice of the Christ 
Spirit, calling upon them to come up higher— 
into the Resurrection—henceforth to live and 
walk in newness of life, as pure spiritual 
celibates ? 

I have confidence in J. M. Peebles, that, 
although away from the external centres of 
protection, on a voyage round the world, and 
subjected to temptations that but few with- 
stand, he is not only true to his marital vows, 
but he is also obedient to the voice of con- 
science, and to the “ covenant” he has made 
with God and his people, to live as Jesus 
—" the Shakers live—a Christian celi- 

ate. 

These continent Spiritualists, like the first 
Founders of our Order, are living to God in 
Babylon ; testing their powers, and growing 
strong “in the hour of temptation.” The 
are being purified in affliction, and throug: 
tribulation. Not only are married persons 
living as brother and sister; but many are 
banishing the use of stimulating drinks, 
tobacco, and unphysiological food, as far as is 
possible in an order where all things are 
adulterated ; from the marriage relation to 
the milk upon which their offspring are fed, 
and by which they often die; from bread— 
the “ staff of life’—to the mineral drugs and 
medicines—the substitutes of vitality—which 
cut off its already ‘“ brittle thread.” 

These saints will be gathered together into 
Shaker Communities. And, if there was not 
a Shaker upon earth, the same laws of ascen- 
sion and spiritual progress that have hitherto 
raised up peaceful Shaker Celibate Communi- 
ties, would produce them spontaneously, as 
fire is often produced without tinder, flint, or 
match. 

Peace principles ; Woman’s Rights, (includ- 
ing the righ to live a virgin life); Physiolo- 
gical truth, that shall cure all manner of 

iseases, just as did Jesus; Labor, that is 
man’s rightful inheritance ; “ using this world 
as not abusing it; are the atonements which 
will “take away the sins of the world ;” and, 
although “they be as scarlet, they shall be- 








come white as snow; and though they be as 
pe m, they shall become like well-washed 
woo ” 


———__>—___—_- 


THE Jewish Chronicle thinks that it was par- 
tially owing to their nice discrimination in the 
use of food that the Israelites reached at so 
Fy done age a cultured and civilized condition. 
It observes, concerning the modern laxity in 
this matter: “We are aware that in certain 
circles amongst our community, it is the fash- 
ion to condemn as antiquated, and therefore 
worthless, that delicacy as to what we shall eat 
enjoined by the Levitical law; but, until a 
sneer arrive at the dignity of an ment, we 
shall continue to advocate close erence to 
the dietary laws laid down by the Mosaic code, 
and to regard as a declension in true civiliza- 
tion any divergence to the cosmopolitan opin- 
ions of our so-called social reformers.” 





“ASK, AND YE SHALL RECEIVE.” 


—o— 


Very good. But how shall we ask? Earth, 
and Heaven, are literally deluged with words. 

Heaven, especially, is fearfully bored with 
words — words — words — at nae eg | teas- 
ing the Lord for blessings — Blessings, he can 
never bestow, without violating Heaven’s or- 
ganic law. And he won’t do that. 

Blessings, as well as cursings, are the result 
of conditions. “ Whatsvever a man soweth, 
that also shall he reap.” And so of women. 

“ Blessed are the pure in heart.” Already 
blessed — Blessed all the time. And their 
blessing crops out in their lives. 

“In blessing, ye shall be blessed.” No 
better way to ask a blessing than to bless 
humanity, in general — and every body in 
particular — by doing all the g you can. 
By being examples of righteousness, worthy 
of all imitation. O. P. 

—_——_4————————— 


Litrte TxHrncs OF Lire. —It is the babblin 
spring that flows gently, the little rivulet whic 
runs along day and night Lf the farm house, that is 
useful, rather than the swollen flood, or the roaring 
cataract. Ni excites our wonder, and we 
stand amazed at the powerand greatness of nature 
there, as she pours it from her hollow hand. But 
one Niagara is enough for a continent, or the 
world—while the same world requires thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of silver fountains 
and gentle flowing rivulets, that water every farm 
and meadow, and every garden, and that shall flow 
night and day, with their gentle, quiet han So 
with the acts of our lives. It is not by great deeds, 
like those of martyrs, that is done; it is by 
the daily and quiet virtue of life—the kind temper, 
the meek forbearance, the spirit of forgiveness. 


-__—_ 


WHEN WILL THE END COME? 


BY O. W. HOLMES. 
—=— 


WHEN legislators keep the law, 
When banks dispense with bolts and locks, 
When berries, whortle, rasp, and straw, 
Grow bigger downwards through the box— 
When he that selleth house or land, 
Shows leaks in roofs or flaw in right, 
- When harberdashers choose the stand 
Whose window has the broadest light — 


When preachers tell us what they think, 
And party leaders all they mean— 
When what we pay for, that we drink, 
m real grape and coffee bean— 





When lawyers take what they would give, 
And doctors give what they would take— 
When city fathers eat to live, 
Save when they fast for conscience sake— 


When one that has a horse on sale 
Shall ey its merit to the proof, 
Without a lie for every nail 
That holds the iron on the hoof— 


When, in the usual place for rips, 
Our gloves are stitch’d with special care, 
And guarded well the whalebone tips, 
Where first umbrellas need repair— 


When Cuba’s weeds have quite forgot 
The power of suction to resist, 

And claret bottles harbor not 
Such dimples as would hold your fist— 


When publishers no longer steal, 

And pay for what they stole before — 
When the first locomotive wheel 

Rolls through the Hoosac tunnel’s bore :— 


Till then, let Cumming blaze away, 
And Miller’s saints blow up the globe; 
But been) sa see that blessed day, 
Then order your ascension robe. 























